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I.—Foreics Porrrics. | 
Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 11th May 


THe Roznama-- 


pagel me 1 d ity of th 
e pillar of the future hope of Persia and prosperity of the 
ciate 1 politica) life of Persia is beset with danger. Surely there 
will be a treaty between Russia and England affecting Cen Asia, 
This treaty will result in the total ruin of Persia. The mutual sympathies 
shown by England, Russia and France in the matter of the ement of 
the Russo-Japanese quarrel, of the Morocco question and of the Turko-Egyptian 
frontiers bee Russian loan questions, confirm the above fact. It is a 
wonder that the Persians in their vanity and self-conceit should be doing much 
harm to their country. The European Embassies in Persia will never admit 
the existence of such a treaty, and in order to outwit us they will laugh at 
us, saying that this is a mere surmise of the journalists. And the 
financial condition of Russia is so bad that its reform cannot be effected 
without the help of England, who, on the other hand, is looking for an 
opportunity to gain a litical supremacy over the former at any cost. With 
this sentiment, therefore, a treaty is going to be formed between England 
and Russia—a treaty which, if entered into, will surely crush for ever our 
political life, because such a rapprochemeni means 3 settlement between the 
two Powers as regards the dispute arising from their respective spheres of 
influence over Central Asia and Persia. Your predecessors took loan 
after loan with the promise that the amount should be spent in improving 
the resources of the country, but it was never fulfilled. You, too, with the 
same promise are going to take a fresh loan from your most formidable foe 
and the people have been displeased with you for doing so. 
2. Referring to the rumour that the Amir of Afghanistan intends to 
: S pay a visit to India, the Hitavadi Calcutta] of 
The rumoured visit of the Amir the 11th May asks: —If the Kabul Mission has done 
ä its work, why is the Amir coming to India? 

3. The same paper says that Mr. Morley’s reply to an interpellation 
we. eka 1G Ge in any House in Commons on = — of 
e question of extending ral’ extending railway lines in the direction of 
. ra 8 Afghanistan sho = with the change of Ministry 
a change has also taken sane in the administrative policy of the Government. 

4. Hearing that a Russian military officer intends to visit Tibet, the 
Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th May asks : 
Does any political motive underlie this visit ? 

5. Referring to the * relations N l ae ‘Turkey, 
ae the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 11th Ma 
The Anglo-Turkish imbroglo. says that although ‘the Punjab a 
have submitted a memorial to the Government of India praying that steps 
might be taken by the Home Government to prevent a war with Turkey, 
and although in the event of war with Turkey, the vast Muhammadan popula- 
tion of the British Empire will be shocked, yet the English are not a nation 
to listen to the prayers of their subjects when their own interests are at 
stake. Bengal would not have been partitioned if the rulers had paid any 
heed to the people’s protest. It is therefore a foregone conclusion that 
neither the Government of India nor the Home Government will pay any 
attention to the Muhammadan representation. | 
6. Referring to the 8 * — An k one Ag td 
© Dai Mitavadi Calcutta] of the 16th Ma 
imo between says that the 1 of India, far from N xed 
: any steps to avert a war between England a 
Turkey, tried, though indirectly, to bring about that catastrophe. News 
from Simla reveals the fact that the Indian Government was prepared to 
send troops against the Sultan in case of emergency. This is most disap 
pointing and unexpected. About a third of the population in British India 
18 ee Tus r The Muhammadans have to pay a third of the expenses 
required to maintain the army for the defence of India. To send troops 


from India against the Sultan, th : 
fight against him. ultan, therefore, is really to make the Muhammadans 


A Russian visit to Tibet. 


RoswakA-1-MUkan- 
as HA mol. Ma ’ 
addresses the following article to the Persian hee nu. — 


Urravapt, 
May lith, 1906. 


Hiwp1 Baneavast, 
May 14th, 1906, 


DaIty Hiravani, 
May llth, 1906, 


1 
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DalLy Hiravani, 
May, 16th 1906. 
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II. Hong ADMINISTRATION, 

3 (a)—Police. 7 

7. The Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 9th May writes that in conse- 
ss uence of the acquittal by the High Court of the 

The dacoities at Kusangel. . ho received sentences of 7 years’ 
imprisonment for dacoity at Kusangal at the Barisal Sessions, the inhabitants 


of Kusangal, both high and low, are thinking of leaving their homes in terror. 
It behoves the police to keep a sharp te on these dacoits in future. 
1 


The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 
An allegation against 5 police 11+) May writes:— / 

— | We hear that the daroga of a certain thana 
of Rangpur lately entered a local liquor-shop at 2 in the night, and 
created a row there by smashing property and assaulting and abusing some 
of the persons present. The incidents, if true, demand inquiry. 

u Havapt, 9. Referring to the proposal of increasing the reserve police force at 

May 1itb, 1906, 1 Barisal and making the people pay part of the 

The poorer 838 expenses thereof, the Daily Hitavadi CCaleutte“ of 
zaditienal Foltes once ab ren the 11th May observes :— 
The real meaning of this threat of the Commissioner of the Dacca 
Division is that unless the people of Barisal go on their knees before Sir 
B. Fuller, if they do not give up the swadeshi agitation, then the expenses of 
the additional police force will be levied upon them. he despotism of the 
autocratic ‘I'sar pales before this. But will the Barisal people consent to 
consign to oblivion the name of the Mother at the Commissioner’s bidding? 
euanat Mirna, 10. In noticing the Musalmans’ rowdyism in Mymensingh, the Bharat 
ny oe, 3 Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th May asks what the 
4 bg Musalmans in Mymen- Musalmans, the beloved wife of Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller, are about. Has His Honour given that 
beloved wife such indulgence as to embolden her to assault both the Hindus 
and the local police. | 
SANDETA, 11. With reference to recent Hindu-Musalman disturbances in Mymen- 


May 14th, 1906. 7 
y i i i liga Fi i — — Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 14th May 


0 eople still have an idea that the 
— Government te on the side of the Musalmans in 
this affair. 


9 12. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi Wee of the 16th May 


„ says that the instigators of the Muhammadan 
sium re 3 in Mymensingh are still at large. The 
Muhammadans are terrorising the people. Many 
persons have left their homes and fled to distant parts. At some places the 
people are being cruelly oppressed, The Muhammadans are still under the 
impression that the Government is on their side, Samiruddin has been 
enlarged on bail and is inciting the Muhammadans against the Hindus, The 
leaders of the Muhammadans have publicly proclaimed that the Government 
takes the Hindus for rebels, and that the Muhammadans may oppress them 
without any fear of punishment. Tbe Munsif of Iswargunge has reported 
that the work in his court is being interfered with for want of court-fee 
stamps, as all the stamp-vendors have fled for fear of the Muhammadans. 
BuRDWaN SanJivani, 13. The Burdwan Sanjivans n the 15th May says that the 
May 15th, 1906, police reform has raised the salaries of police 


officers, without any increase in the efficiency of 
the police. : 


(b)}—Working of the Courts. 
14. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 4th May writes that Mr. Justice 
. Mitra’s decision on Surendra Babu's application is 
Mr. 8. N. Banerji's case in the 


High Court. most regrettable. ‘That some such decision as this 

was only to be expected from a Bench on which 
Saroda Babu sat, was the previous opinion of many, and that opinion is now 
13 true. The decision would have been different if instead of Mr. J ustice 


itra, Mr. Justice Ghose or Mr. Justice Woodroffe had sat on the Criminal 
Appellate Rench. 


/ 


Kasirun Nrivast. 
May 9th, 1906. 


The police reform. 


15. Commenting on 


* of the soldier Poole 
1 at the Allahabad High Court. 

continued in service as a soldier 

walking about in the sun and seeing 


1 0 7 | 42 2 1 
2 5 eren recent oution of 
1 * oe 1 and 505, Indian Penal Code, bef 
The Midnapore sedition case. Mr. Deb, Joint Magistrate of Midnapore, 


Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 5th May writes that it behoves Government to 


in clearly why there bas been a deviation in this case from the law 
— . 7122 ‘of which charges under sections 124A and 505 of the 


Indian Penal Code moa sf tried by any judicial officer except District 
Magistrates and Sessions Judges. a 
. 7. A correspondent of th o Uluberia Darpan ee ee the 9th May 
relates how on the 2nd May last, he having occa- 
The Sab-Registrar of Ulaberis. gion to transact business with the Sub-Registrar 
of Uluberia, was kept waiting along with many others who had come from 
distant villages for a similar purpose, in the open (no sitting accommodation 
being available in the office room), all the hours of the noon, with the full 
glare of the sun on their heads and with no supply of drinking-water being 
available near by. 3 : 
The correspondent also accuses the Sub-Registrar of being in the habit 
of putting objectionable questions to females who come to him on official 
business. 1 
18. The Khulnavast [Khulna] of the 12th May writes that Maulvi Abdas 
Salam, the new Sub-Registrar of Khulna, has intro- 
duced two new rules in the working of. his office 
which are causing great public inconvenience. These are— 


(1) that none except mukhtars, revenue agents, and parties shall be 
permitted to take out copies No. 1 ; 

(2) that no deed is to be registered on any day unless it is presented for 
the purpose at 9-30 a.m. on that day. : 


| 10. The Howrah Hitatehi [Howrah] of the 
am te Special 12th May makes the following allegations against 
the Special Sub-Registrar of Howrah:—— = | 


(1) That he * uncivilly gentlemen who come to transact busin 
with him. | 

(2) That he charged double travelling allowance for going to a house 
in a garden to marry two Brahmo ladies there. 

(3) That in the following cases also he charged travelling allowance 
in excess: 


(a) On the 21st February 1897, he registered on commission two 
deeds of Srimati Nistarini Kundu Chowdhurani at Andul 
and he put his travelling charges at Rs. 9 at the rate of 
Rs. 4-8 for each. 

(6) On the 4th April 1897, for two commissions for Samiruddin, he 
yt bie travelling charges at Ks. 6 at the rate of Rs. 3 for 
each. 

(e) On the 24th November 1899, for two commissions at the house 
of Nazim Bibi of Hakole, Rs. 16 were charged for 
travelling allowance at the rate of Rs. 8. 


The new Sub-Registrar of Khuina. 


Allegations 
Sub-Registrar 


3 as travelling allowance at the rate of Rs. 2 for 
each. 


20. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 11th May will be glad to see Mr. 
R ont. Me. 6 he Beharilal Gupta and Ur. Ashutosh Mukherji 


Gupta as High Court Judges. lich Court, appointed as Judges of the Calcutta 


Sana 


(d) On the 4th March 1902, five deeds were registered on commis- 
sion for Raimoni Dasi of Baje Sibpur, and Rs. 10 were 


KHULNAVASI, _ 
May 12th, 1906, 


HW] IAN HIratsur, 
May 12th, 1906. 


Hirava pt, 


May llth, 1906. 


Inn Baneavsst, 
May 14tb, 1906. 


Cua UMIBIB, 
May let, 1906, 


CHARUMINIR, 
May 8th, 1906. 


SATA, 
May 10th, 1006. 
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21. The Basumati [Caleutta | of the 12th May refers to certain instances 

ti in which the High Court has boldly asserted its 

= ; independence against Viceroys and Governors in 

the past, and remarks that there was a time when Magistrates used to tremble 

at the very mention of itsname, But times have altered, and at present it 
astounds one to gauge the downfall of the prestige of that Court. 


22. In noticing the case in which five ns were convicted and sen- 
tenced to be hanged by the Court of Delhi, the Hind 

Five espita! sentences in ones Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th May says that 
— from twelve to seventeen men at a time had to 
share the same fate on a single charge. That is the provision of the Penal 
Code of the civilized age. 


(ad- Tducation. 


23. The Charumihir [Mymensingh] of the Ist May writes that * 
5 A not receive the education which is calculated to 
a education for bring out their strength and self-reliance. They are 
. condemned as cowards; but how can one be brave 
who from birth onwards lives amidst surroundings of terror? A love of coun 
infuses strength even into the heart of the weak. Butit is idle to look to a 
foreign Government to educate its subjects in Jove of their country. Through 
faulty education, the Bengalis are gradually becoming helpless in all walks of 
life; they are unable to defend themselves and their property against the 
attacks of thieves and dacoits; even the intellectual strength which is the 
glory of the Bengalis is waning for the same reason. All these aifficulties 
will, however, vanish if the charge of national education is taken by the people 
on themselves. It will open a new chapter in the histcry of the nation’s life. 


24. The Charumihir UMymensingh } of the 8th May says that Birendra 
2 333 ath Basu, a student of the Dacca College, was 
Daces Student. rusticated by Mr. Browning, the Principal, on the 
mere suspicion that he had bad a hand in the assault 
that had been committed on Mr. Percival, a teacher, on the local Kumartuli 
Road. But police — subsequently proved that Birendra was perfectly 
iltless in the matter. Birendra's father applied to Sir B. Fuller against Mr. 
rowning’s order rusticating his son, and His Honour has been pleased to 
annul it without pronouncing on the merits of the case. His Honour has 
thus simply hushed up the scandal. 


25. Referring to the recommendation of the Government of Eastern 
3 5 Bengal and Assam to the Syndicate of the Calcutta 
Fuller 1 in the University for the disaffiliation of the two high 
schools at Sirajgunge, the Sanpivani [Calcutta] of the 


10th May has a paragraph headed Murder of education in the Fuller Province,” 
in which the writer says: 


Our readers will remember that Lord Curzon brought the University 
completely under Government control. The Syndicate of the Calcutta 
University did not think it worth its while to bring the matter before the Senate, 
but at once wrote to the managers of the two schools callin upon them to 
show cause within six weeks why the privilege of affiliation should not be with- 
drawn from them. No student or teacher was ever found guilty of any offence 
in wn 7 public trial, If any among them are found guilty let them be punished 
according to law. But an attempt has been made to abolish entire schools for 
the fancied offence of a few schoolboys or teachers, Is this justice or is it 
the outcome of a black conspiracy? We know that in the new province the 
administration is carricd on with the aid of lathis and gundas. We know 
further that a few mean-minded officials have here taken to brute force with 
a view to destroy the united strength of the people. Go on stamping out all 


the schools in the country if you cho . 
will not regret it any mh j ose, why stop short with only two? We 


* 


(r 


1 Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 11th Ma uotes the fol- 
. Thao — as a station which re at the 


A resolution at the lato Hrn. lats sittings of the Provincial Musalman Educa- 


cial Muse "Eastern Bengel and tional Conference of Eastern Bengal and Assam 


Assam. at Dacca :— ) 


this Conference the text-books that are in use in 
and subject- 


Resolved that in the opinion of thu | | 
schools, — — to Muhammadan boys both on account of lan 
matter, Government be moved to sanotion the introduction into schools of 
unseotarian character dealing with the lives and deeds of Muhammadan worthies written in a 


language familiar and easily intelligible to Muhammadans.“ 


i t that this resolution was necessitated by the fact that the books 
et po "appointed as text-books to be read in the schools in the country 
are full of stories of Hindu gods and goddesses and of Puranio legends. 
Musalman lads studying these books from childhood grow up ignorant of the 
doings and sayings of the great men of their own race and religion. Besides, 
there are certain words currently in use amongst Musalmans, such as Ala, 
Roza, Namaj, Haj, eto, which would be more intelligible to Musalmans if 
they appeared in the books as they are, instead of in translations into 
inadequate Hindi equivalents (such as Jswar for Alia). 

27. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th May says that Mr. Stapleton, 

Inspector of Schools, has issued a circular requiring 
The effect of Mr. stapleton's the students who shouted Bande Mataram, to write 
circular. five hundred times, “To shout Bande Mataram 
is bad, foolish and waste of time,” possibly under the impression that the 
circular would have its desired effect. But the students of Kishorganj, to 
whom the circular was applied for the first time as an experimental measure, 
instead of conforming to the circular, paid Rs. 110 as fine, which shows the 
extent to which they love their national song. 

28. Referring to the objection made by the Sanpivani 8 (Report 

on Native Papers of the 12th May 1906, 
paragraph 28) to the appointment of Mahamaho- 
padhyay Haraprasad Sastri as a member of the Bethune College Committee, 
the Basumati — of the 12th May says that there is nothing to show 
that he is in any way inferior to the other candidates for the membership. 
What is the significance of the phrase fond of indecency”? Has the 
Sastri's translation of Meghaduta produced such a revulsion of feeling on the 
part of the Sanjivani? Supposing that a commentator were to show some 
8 for the sentiment of love in his explanations, would that disqualify 

im for a membership of any Association? This is a novel idea no doubt. 
Does the newpaper apprehend that by being appointed as a member of the 
Committee he will infuse that sentiment in the —— College itself? What 
the paper means is not very clear. 

29. The Ratnakar [ Asansol] of the 12th May regards the interest which 
Government has of late displayed in the question 
of students’ hostels as inspired by a motive to 
discourage the spread of education amongst the 
people, and suggests that certain of the new rules in this connexion (such as 
the insistence on the payment of rent for a whole period of ten months irrespec- 
tive of the time that a room is actually occupied, the fixing of the rent at 
the figure of Re. 4 and Rs.2 for upper and lower rooms, respectively, per 
month, and the allocation of the students of a particular college to a particular 
hostel) are calculated to prevent men of poor means from educating their 
boys as they are now enabled to do; for such men now keep three or four of 
oni oars attending, it may be, different schools in a room rented for Rs. 2 


30. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th May says that some time ago 
a ceak teak the students of the Entrance School at Kishorganj 
3 in the Mymensingh district were asked each to 
Write “TMS Swit Fi Wel, AH eee qa” (it is simple waste 
. time to utter the foolish cry of Bande Mataram) 500 times on a piece 
N paper, but they refused to comply with this order. For this Mr. Stapleton, 
nspector of schools, has fined them and Rs. 100 has already been realised 


* 


A contradiction. 


The new rules in connexion with 
hostels for students. 
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nd made to the Anjuman Islamia of Dacca and Mymensingh. This is 
1 iki ppl of he manner in which Government is trying to sow 
n and Musalmans. 
(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 
: Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 23rd April draws the the attention of 
ae W. n the > Munici ity of Noakhali to the immediate 


April . 1908. 2 Munleipelity of Noskhsli. of watering the streets of the town, 
laying the dust that now flies about and constitutes a serious annoyance to the 


townspeople. } : ) 
32. Phe Pabna Hitatshi [Pabna | of the 2nd May ey to the 


Pam HAI. 


. 5 Municipality of Pabna the desirability of takin 
„ The Pahes eee, eps f — the pollution of the — lobhamati 
stream und to compel the sweetmeat vendors of the town to take means to 
protect their wares from street-dust. 
* 33. The Pallirasi [Kalna] of the 2nd May deprecates a movement, which 


May 2nd, 1906, according to its information is on foot, to get 
N The Chairmanship of the Tatus Government to replace Babu Jogendra Nath Shaha, 
— the present Chairman of the Katwa Municipality, 
by the Head- Master of the local school. It is pointed out that the work of 
the present Chairman has been noticed with satisfaction in official reports, 
and that there is an important question now pending (that relating to drainege) 
which makes it undesirable to replace a man who is familiar with the details 
of it by one who is not, And lastly, it is suggested that the Head-Master 
cannot find adequate time for municipal work, as besides his hours at school, 

he has to correct students’ answer-papers, etc., at home. 
34. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 4th May mentions a case as having 


SaMAY, 


May 4th, 1906. | ie occurred in which a Marwari candidate for a 
a municipal Munici Commissionership bribed his single 


Bengali opponent into retiring from the contest 
while the polling was actually going on, and suggests that to prevent the 
occurrence of incidents like these, a rule should be made by Government 
compelling those who retire from the contest at actual polling-time to state their 
reasons for doing so, which reasons are to be sifted by the polling officer in 
charge, who should have power also to permit of a new candidate being allowed 
to compete in such cases. 
35. Acorrespondent of the Swadesh [Caloutta] 


Waben. 


a Complaints against the Bankura of the 7th May makes the followi laints 
May 7ub, 1906. y wing com 
3 against the Bankura Municipality :— ‘ 

(1) The mehters and street sweepers of the town deposit all sorts of 
filth under the culverts over the roadside drains, Unbearable 
stench is emitted by filth so deposited. 

(2) There are only three public latrines in the town. Even these are 
in a dilapidated condition and are not regularly cleansed. 

8 In summer great scarcity of water prevails in the town. 

4) When fires break out in the town, people get no help from the 
municipality. The municipal fire-engine is kept at the local 
reserve police-station and never comes to the scene of fire in 
proper time. 

Jasonar, 36. The Jasohar[Jessoro] of the 9th May says that great scarcity of water 
May 9th, 1906 me 1 revails in Jessore and Khulna. Jessore and 
wae Jessore and Khulna can no longer boast of men like Jahan Ali 


Khan and Sitaram who can deliver their inhabitants 
from water-famine. Bravo! English rulers! Under you people live with 
throats parched from want of water, and you pose as the mabap of your subjects 
and boast of your civilisation ! 

Jason. 87. The same paper says that scarcity of water prevails in the most severe 
3 form in Gopalpur, Naoapara and other villages 
J. ern. within the Jhenida subdivision of the Jessore 
_ istrict. An opening-up of the mouths of the 
Chitra and Navaganga rivers may remove this water - scarcit y. 


(4390) . ) | 


38 The Howrah Hitais hi Howrah} of the llth May . eaks of the Howl Hrratstr, 


hardship caused by the municipal filtered water- 


The water-supply at Nowra’: supply at Howrah town being now available ‘only 


f orning and three hours in the afternoon. 
* nnen, 8 5 1 a9. The Dacca Gazette 1 of the 14th 
The Dacea Municipality. May writes as follows in En glis 
jes, if they do not do their work properly, become worse than 
Rg ype vad we pointed out the defects of the manicipal adminis- 
se ion of Dacca, but have they. been removed, one would naturally ask. We 
ee to have to say that our town is in the same deplorable condition as ever, 
ore yore worse. What about the water-supply, what about the watering of 
ihe streets, what about the removal of the niglit-soil, what about the Buckland 
zund? In many other matters, public complaint is really as serious as before. 
Some people will argue that the present state of things is a legacy of the 
official régime. No doubt there is some truth in it. But, we are afraid, this is 
not the whole truth. That stupid ets of “want of funds” is simply meaning- 
less, The truth is, if you want to have a municipal town, you must get money 
by all means. F alse patriotism, insincere philanthropy are blessings nowhere. 
Lecca cannot be an exception. People are crying for having their streets 
watered; the dusty condition of the town in this scorching sun has become 
simply intolerable; but the city fathers say they are helpless, for there is no 
1! 
1 is an unimpeachable truth that this serious want cannot be removed unless 
you arrange for supply of unfiltered water, but they will say, where will the 
money come from? ‘The supply of drinking-water is disgracefully scanty, but 
ou * the same answer repeated, there is no money to remove the want. 
The Buckland bund, that health-giving resort of the people of Dacca, is falling 
to pieces, but the same stereotyped answer is given— there are no funds. But 
we ask, in all seriousness, is the plea of poverty an honest one? Have you 
tried your best to get as much money as is essentially necessary to make the 
Municipality worthy of its name? Very likely, the impartial verdict will be 
“vou have not.” It is foolish to think that a big town like Dacca can be pro- 
perly managed without a water rate, and yet you have done almost nothing all 
these years after Sir Alexander Mackenzie had roused you from your slumber 
by boldly proclaiming the existing water-supply of Dacca as not an ‘ unmixed. 
blessing.” No big town can ever be managed nor its coudition improved, 
except with borrowed capital, and what have you done in that respect? 
Practically nothing. Now is the time for seriously considering these matters. 
The whole aspect of Dacca has been changed, It is now the seat of a Govern- 
ment. The Municipality is being reconstituted. Much will depend upon the 
Commissioners and the sort of men appointed Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 
We have seen the work of a Magistrate-Chairman. Mr. Rankin instead of 
improving the town has rather left a heavy legacy to the Khan Bahadur. So 
there is no charm in the official name. Then the question will arise, can the 
Municipality be any longer duly managed without a paid agency? Is it or is 
it not now absolutely necessary to have a qualified Engineer and a Health 
Officer for the town? ‘These are questions which, we doubt not, will have to 
be settled ere long. 
40. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 15th May 
says that for some months past cholera. has been 
raging virulently in Raniganj town. The local 


Cholera in Asansol town. 


Municipality is to some extent responsible for the continued virulence of tlie 


disease. Drains are not properly cleansed, streets ure not properly watered, 
and there is a want of wholesome drinking-water in the town. 


(9)—Raitlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


41. The Pabna Hitaishi [Pabna] of the 2nd May writes that the Singa 
bund on the Ichhamati stream at Pabna is ina 
condition which makes it dangerous to walk on it at 
night. The authorities should attend to this matter. 

42. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 3rd May 


draws attention to the urgent necessity of repairs 
to the Chaktai bridge. 


A dangerous bund. 
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ndent of the Daily Hituvadi (Calcutta) of the 1 Ith May 
ana et Mo says that the Local Ab road running through the 
Wanted repsirs to 2 village Amlasar village in the Jersore district sadly needs 
—— repairs. The two Lridges have collapsed and the 
condition of the road in the rainy season is indescribable. The attention of 
the Subdivisional Officer of Magura is drawn to the matter. 
44, The Murshidabad Aitui-hi [Mursbidabad) of the 9th May writes 
3 deprecatingly of a proposal which according to its 
d er eee ee information is now under consideration by Govern- 
ment to discontinue in future placing dunds across the Bhagirathi at the end of 
the rains every year, on the ground that this discontinuance will affect the 
flow of water in the stream, which it is necessary to keep up, if not in the 
interests of trade which may now be served by the Ranaghat-Murshidabad 
Railway, at least in the interests of the public health of the localities bordering 
on its sides. 


45. The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 5th May refers again to the necessit 


x of constructing an overbridge at Khana Junction 
A railway complaint. station, East Indian Railway. : ' 


. 46. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 
The Baraset-Basirhat Licht 11th May makes the following complaints and 


Reilway. suggestions in connexion with the Baraset-Basirhat 
Light Railway :— 


(1) The journey from any station on the Light Railway to Calcutta or 
um-Dum Junction costs an anna more than tlie same journe 
reversed (i. e., from Calcutta or Dum-Dum Junction to any station 
on the Light Railway). | 
(2) Inter.-class tickets are issued at Baraset and Sealdah although, if 
the experience of four or five successive weeks affords any basis for 
judgment, no inter.-class carriages are provided on the train which 
leaves Baraset at 5-30 P.M. on Saturdays. 

(3) The illiterate cultivators who form the majority of travellers on this 
line require to be directed by the station officers present to third- 
class carriages. As a matter of fact, however, these ignorant 
people are allowed to get into inter.-class cars and then compelled 
to pay excess fare. 

(4) An individual case lately occurred in which a passenger who 
alighted at Berachampa station had to take down without any 
assistance from the station staff his luggage from the brake-van 
in which it had been placed. 

(5) On another occasion the same passenger was sought to be made to 
pay fare for first-class accommodation, for travelling in a first- 
class carriage with the previous knowledge and permission of the 
station-master at baraset, for lack of space in the train in the 
inter.-class carriages for which he held tickets. 

(6) A ticket examiner on the line of the name of M.N. Moitra or 
Mitra is a most uncivil and ill-tempered person. 


47. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 11th May suggests that for the 


convenience of the passengers the Bengal Central 

0 Railway sathorision — change the timing of 

the additional train which they have provided. The train which is timed to 

leave Sealdah at 2-50 p.m. on Saturday should do so at 6-53 P. M., and the 

train leaving Sealdah in the morning on Monday should leave on Sunday at 
5-45 P. u. This latter arrangement would be most convenient to the public. 


48. Referring to the recent railway collision at the Memari station on 


a the East Indian Railway, the Burdwan Sanjivant 
Mama“ railway collision st [Calcutta] of the 15th May says that when the 


collision occurred all the lights in the station were 


extinguished. It is also alleged that the begeage of wounded passengers 
e 


was stolen at the station. Was no passenger killed? Will not the wounded 
passengers receive aay compensation ? | 
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( h)— General. 


Charumihir [Mymensingh] of the Ist May comments as follows 
+ a the ing) of the cen Aes: of Eastern Bengal 

Sir B. Fuller and the Maharaja and Assam in having notified its intention in the 
Surya Kante Acharys. provincial Gazette of acquiring a triangular piece 
of land belonging to the Maharaja Surya Kanta Acharya, adjacent to the 
Criminal Courts at Mymensingh:— — : 

We have heard that the Maharaja has incurred Sir Bampfylde's anger for 
having served the cause of his country. ‘This affair is a proof to the public 
of His Honour’s narrowness of mind. Such an exhibition of narrow-mindedness 
is most regrettable in an official of His Honour’s position. 

50. An article headed Beware Musalman’ communicated to the Soltan 
[Calcutta] of the 4th May by one Mirja Ali 
Rostam of Pabna, accuses the Government of doing 
inculculable harin to the Musalman community by 
disarming them and withholding from them military education in pursuance 
of a sinister policy. The writer lays the blame of the physical deterioration 
of the Musalmans at the door of the Government and of the Musalman Maulvis 
who have discouraged sham military fights at Wuharram celebrations. 

The editor, however, disagrees on this point with the writer, and absolves 
Government from all blame, since Government is doing its best by encourag- 
ing manly sports and drill in the schools to improve the physique of native 
schoolboys and encourages manliness in grown-up men by giving rewards for 
the killing of snakes and ferocious animals, for the saving of men and women 
about to be drowned, and for the catching of gangs of dacoits. 

51. With reference to the new circular regarding the swadesht movement 
said to have been issued by the Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, the Rangpur Vartavaha 
[Rangpur] of the 4th May writes that if the 
Government is really sincere in its wish for the 
advancement of Indian industries, it should withdraw the prohibition of 
public meetings in the swadeshi-cause in Eastern Bengal and seek to convince 
those Musalmans who have been misled by Government into turning enemies 
of the swadeshi agitation that they along with the Hindus will be gainers by the 
success of the swadesht movement, and lastly it should offer redress for the 
oppressions during the last few months. Unless these suggestions are accepted, 
the circular is not calculated to do any real good and is to be looked upon 
merely as a device to prevent the entire population of the country from getting 
unduly excited. 

52. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 5th May suggests the desira- 
bility of transferring the villages of Harttal, Kade- 
) balia, etc. (in the thana of Jagatballabhpur in 
Howrah) from the jurisdiction of the Jujarshaha post-office under which they 
now are to that of the Patihal post-office, on the ground of nearer proximity. 

53. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 7th May refers to the allegation made 
by its contemporary the Purulia Darpan that it is 
edited by some Government officers (see Report 
on Native Papers for the week ending the 12th May, para. 65] as an indication 
of approaching insanity in the party responsible for the allegation. , 

54. The Charuminir [Mymensingh] of the 8th May says that the cause 
of the failure of Sir B. Fuller’s administration in 
P Eastern Bengal is that His Honour lacks the moral 

orces Wh ich have been the main support of British rule in India. The inhabi- 
tants of he new province have defeated the brute force of its Government by 
their moral force. Sir Bampfylde stands accused, before the bar of public 
opinion, of the very serious charge of having directed the Barisal incidents 
from behind the arras. The maiter should be thoroughly investigated, if not 
forthe sake of the Bengalis, for the sake of the stability of the British 
* at least. Lord Minto is weak-minded and Mr. Morley is wondrous 
slow. The hope that they will re-establish peace in the country has, therefore, 
n lost. The whole energy of the Government of the new province is 
evoted to the work of suppressing the swadesii movement. Famine and 
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pestilence, wants and grievances, thefts, dacoities and murders, are left 
unheeded, Never before during the whole period of British rule in the country 
was Bengal in such a sad and perilous situation as besets it now. 

55. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrita [Calcutta] of the 

9th May comments on the recent looting by 
The recent Musalman * of Musalmans of the houses of certain Hindus in 
Hindu houses in Mymensingh. Mymensingh 27 

At last the consequences of Sir B. Fuller's folly are taking complete shape. 
The Government will never be able to make itself safe by sowing seeds of 
ill-will between the two classes of its subjects. 

56. The Daily Hilaradi [Calcutta] of the 13th May asks:—Will the 
Government of India appoint a Commission to find 
out the officials who have instigated the illiterate 
Musalmans of the Mymensingh district to break the public peace ? 

57. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 9th May accuses 

the Head-Clerk of the office of the Executive 

te Rabie ee of Engineer of the Nadia Rivers Division of being 

ass ire e guilty of nepotism in having taken a son and a 

nephew into his office, the latter having replaced a man who was dismissed 
for alleged incompetence, 

58. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 

| 9th May announces that certain posts are about to 

Poss Government Agricultural be filled up in the Government Agricultural 

— Department, and of these posts all, carrying salaries 

of Rs. 400 a wonth, will be reserved for men of European birth; and speaks 

of this arrangement as affording an excellent indication of the indifference 
to considerations of race and colour on the part of the governing ruce. 

59. The same paper writes that Government seeks to prove its preference 

oe for the use of things of indigenous make by pointing 

Government and indigenous to its practice of using country-made articles of 
mauufactures. : 5 coe 

stationery, such as books, inks, etc., in its offices, 

Buc its encouragement of swades/i is confined to the cases of those articles the 

manufactures of which in the country itself would not injure any English 

manufactory. Otherwise one cannot explain why the warm clothing used by 

the soldiers is brought out from England, when it can we!l be manufactured in 

the mills at Cawnpore. 

60. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 9th May says that the efforts 

on the part of the authorities to prevent Hindus 
Governmen interference with and Musalmans from giving up the use of foreign 
religion aud society. ‘ = , 
salt and sugar which, it is said, are prepared by 
processes most repugnant to their religious ideas on account of their connexion 
with the blood of cows and swine, are tantamount to an interference with Hindu 
and Musalman religious faiths, ‘lhe suppression of the cry of Bande Mataram 
and the prohibition of the singing of religious songs also amount to the same 
thing. Government is also interfering with the social control of the people over 
their fellow-countrymen. But British rule in India is based on the pledge 
5 Eu glish rulers will not interfere in the social and religious affairs of the 
Indians. 

61. The Jycti [Chittagong] of the 10th May expresses its heartfelt thanks 
| to the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam 
for having withdrawn the Lyon circulars, and a 
hope that Government will also withdraw all 
pending prosecutions against students and others in connexion with the swadesht 
agitation, : 

62. The Sanjivani {Calcutta} of the 10th M ay writes :— 

3 The Times newspaper has published a ve 

* 45 . Times on the parti - curious article „ the Ae of Bengal. 

_The simplification of the administrative machinery 
is said to have been one of its objects, How far that object has been gained 
will be evident from the present condition of the country. The Times speaks 
of the policy of equality in the British administration. In a country where 
the Proclamation of Her late Majesty Queen Victoria is treated as waste · paper, 
where a continual drain is going on for the support of white men, where justice 


The Mymensingh ricts. 


The withdrawal of the Lyon 
circulars. 
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ee | f its dues for the sake of the prestige of the officials 
is boing daft Sa are being freely insulted in order that the honour of the whites 


to brag of equality in such a country is too much for human 
po ral "To divide Benga sad test y to provide for a larger number of 


isht n the pretext that the number of Kuro officers in Eastern 
ory ag 32 very valid argument no doubt! The Ttmes says that 
— of Hindu Government officers in Eastern Ben is very great, 
though two-thirds of the population are Muhammadans, and thet the number 
of Hindu school-masters and office clerks is five times that of Muhammaden 
school-masters and clerks. But who is responsible for this degraded condition 
of the Muhammadans ? It is the British’ Government, which neglected to 

rovide for their education, that is responsible. The Hindus must be weakened, 
— that the Muhammadans may rise. Is this sound policy ? 

Many Eastern Bengal zamindare, including the Nawab of Dacca, no doubt, 
do live in Calcutta, because Calcutta is the capital city of the Indian Empire 
and also because Calcutta is free from that deadly scourge, malaria, which has 
made its home in Eastern Bengal. But what has that to do with the rtition ? 
To say that the zamindars live in Calcutta because Eastern Bengal is ward 
is to talk like a mad man. | oy : 

The Times says that the lawyers of Caleutia monopolised the legal practice 
of Eastern Bengal and that the Calcutta people took ession of all the 
Government posts there. These statements have no legs to stand upon. But 
the Nimes has inadvertently betrayed its true character by its savage, cowardly 
attack upon the leaders of the people. ‘This is the newspaper which occupies 
the foremost place in England! 3 

63. The San wari [Calcutta] of the 10th May says that His Highness 

the Gackwar of Baroda will, on his return home 
Tho backwardness of the British from Europe, introduce free and compulsor 
ee education in his State, The writer remarks in this 
connexion that His Highness has gone ahead of the British Government in 
many matters. 2h 

64, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 10th May writes that the official version 

of the late incidents at Barisal has only confirmed 


Bina! ayia Version of the its impression that the responsibility for the 
incidents in question lay wholly with the local 


officials and that Sir B. Fuller had nothing to do with them. 

65. The Sunjwani [Calcutta] of the 10th May criticises the official version 
of the Barisal incident as follows: — 

Mr. LeMesurier, the Commissioner of the 
Dacca Division, says in his report on the Barisal 
incident that he apprehended a breach of the peace at the time of the holding 
of the Provincial Conference at Barisal, because the notorious budmasies of 
Backergunge might come to town at the time and create a disturbance, and 
that the Conference was dispersed because those who objected to the cry of 
Bande Mataram might commit riots. What fine arguments these! Dida gang 
of budmashes ever attend a Conference to accomplish their object? Will the 
Commissioner tell us who are those people that objected to Bande Mataram ? 
Surely it is not the Muhammadans who would object to the cry. A 
Muhammadan was the President of the Barisal Conference. R ble 
Muhammadan gentlemen like Mr. Motahar Husain and Mr, Ismail Mean joined 
the Conference. The Muhammadans, therefore, could never have committed 
riots. Who would then have created disturbance? We know it for a fact 
that is was the English officials in Eastern Bengal who, infuriated by the cry 
of Bande Mataram, committed rioting. We never saw any other people do 
the same thing. As regards processions and the cry of Bande Mataram in the 
streets, the statements of the Commissioner and those of the Secretary and 
the President of the Reception Committee are contradictory. Which then 
istrue? We must ask the authorities to produce the copy of the letter which 
they say they had sent, otherwise no one ‘will credit what they now say. 
The Commissioner “ye that the local officials deserve ise for the day’s 
work. Yes, the cowards did a very praiseworthy act b aving themselves 
like gundas and by committing illegalities, gain, the Commissioner says 


that Mr. Kemp informed him that the Barisal delegates had not joined the 
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procession which came out of the Raja’s Haveli, and that none of them cried 
Bande Mataram. An excellent witness Mr. LeMesurier has got. Kemp has 
himself admitted that Mr. Motahar Hussain was in the procession. When 
Babu Surendranath was arrested and taken to the Magistrate, Babus Behari 
Lal Roy and Aswini Kumar Dutta accompanied him, Alas! Alas! to what 
depths of deterioration these Government officials have sunk! They have been 
compelled to have recourse to downright lies in order to defend themselves, 
Out of about 600 men in the procession, not more than 400 were men 
from other places, and 200 were men of Barisal. Yet the Commissioner has 
said that there were no local people in the procession! There were not more 
than 100 delegates from Calcutta and the members of the Anti-Circalar Soci 
numbered only 15. But the Commissioner say that these predominated in 
the procession in which there were about 600 men. He must have forgotten 
his arithmetic when he indited his report! The Commissioner says that the 
members of the Anti-Circular Society were brought to Barisal with the 
express purpose of disobeying Government orders, so that their le ity 
might be tested. None except those who have lost the power of distinguishing 
truth from falsehood can venture to say so. Mr. Commissioner, you seem to 
think that because your Magistrate is capable of importing the /athial police 
force into Barisal for the purpose of breaking the heads of well-meaning, 
unarmed gentlemen, therefore the Anti-Circular Society men must have been 
hired to go to Barisal. As a justification for using force, the Commissioner 
says that the order to disperse was disobeyed by the men forming the pro- 
cession. This is all false. No such order was ever passed. It was never 
roposed to start a huge procession after the close of the Conference meeting. 
he Commissioner threatens to punish the people of Barisal with the imposi- 
tion of a punitive police force, Do you mean to oppress the people still more? 
Very good, do so. Just make the attempt, if you like. The report of Kemp 
is insolent. Nobody can read it without losing his temper. He has not the 
courtesy to mention the name of Babu Surendranath with the word Babu“ 
prefixed. This reveals what sort of breeding the man has got and what 
company he has associated with. Most of his statements ure false and it is 
not at all necessary to contradict them. We have found out these men and 
have seen to what depth of depravity they have sunk. 
66. The Bharat Mitra[ * of the 12th May has the following :— 
Mr. Lyon, Chief Secretary to the Government 
B. Land thei! version of the of Eastern Bengal and Assam, has lately given 
publicity to his report on the Barisal incident in 
which so many illegal acts were committed as cannot be expected even in 
Russia; the incident which has not yet attracted the notice of Lord Minto 
although it shoeked the feelings of all the Indians; the incident which has 
made the Indians, in their utter despair, say that the action of Sir B. Fuller 
is illegal and is likely to bring disgrace upon the reputation of British 
justice and has to all appearances a similitude to despotism. In order to 
alsify the account of the incident given by many eye-witnesses, the local 
Government has published another version of the affair. The Government 
officials being ashamed, as it were, of the occurrence of such an incident 
have tried to give a false version of it. The report is worth perusal. 
67. The Dacca Prakas(Dacca] of the 13th May writes that no native 


: newspaper was supplied by the Government of 
mae — 2 be of — Eastern Bengal and Assam with the official version 
moe sure of the late incidents at Barisal, and that this affords 

a fresh indication of the kind of liberal policy 
that that Government favours. 
68. The Daily Hitavads (Calcutta) of the 13th May says that the silence 


1 3 of the Government of India over the recent incidents 
the Barisal incidents. end at Barisal and other places in Eastern Bengal has 


‘ led ‘people to believe that that Government is 
determined to crush the national spirit among the Indians and that 


Sir B. Fuller is only a tool in its hands. Musalman being instigated against 
Hindus. The result of this will be that 1 will bes he h of 


| 7 reak t 
both the Hindus and the police. The indul gent conduct of the authorities 


towards the Musalmans in the cow-killing riots of Lord Elgin’s time actually 
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result. It may be said that the Government of India is awaiting 
h Court in the — 1 N in the 3 
7 per legal nieety the Hi ecomes unable to reverse ti 
— lagisteate'g ples will 4 2 Magistrate conduct in shedding innocent 
blood be considered lawful ? Supposing 1 4 the ne people did not 
to law-courts at all for justice against t +f opps rs, wou overnment, in 
that case, have failed to take notice of the affair? ) 
69, So far as we know, says the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th 
May, Mr. Morley’s statement in the House of 
Mr. Morley. : 888 to the ~ tr 1 N Need 
the singing of national songs in public roads in Ben ave 
3 ced ‘Nlegal by a law-court in the country, is not correct. as it 
Lord Minto who supplied him with the information? i 
70. The Basgavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th May is astonished that 
Mr. Morley has expressed himself against a discussion 

Ur. Morley and the agitation in of the present disturbed state of Bengal in the 

Bengal. : House of Commons, 
71. The same paper writes as follows:—_ 
a Occurrences are every now and then taking 

The affairs in Eastern Bengal. place in Fuller’s dominion in East Bengal to hear 
reports of which makes one’s hair stand on end. We do not know which of 
these becurrences to mention and which not. Schoolboys of tender years have 
been punished for crying Bande Mataram, have been made to execute bonds 
for keeping the peace, and have smarted under whipping which has drawn 
blood from their bodies. Does not such a tale melt the hardest heart? A 
Subdivisional Magistrate orders the head-master of a school to whip a 

articular boy. The boy looks up to the head-master with a look of appeal. 
he head-master, unable to risk the loss of his appointment, whips the boy 
notwithstanding, but bursts into tears in performing the act and his hand 
shakes. The Haim Bahadur does not like that. ‘lo teach the head-master 
how a boy ought to be whipped, he whips the boy with his own hand. 
What is all this ? 
Not Bengal alone, but all India was startled to hear that the police of 
East Beugal were arresting schoolboys, and that Magistrates were punishin 
them or having them punished by their teachers. We drew the attention o 
the authorities to this state of things and told them that schoolboy offences were 
best punished by teachers and guardians and that the police or the. Magistrac 
had no right to interfere in the matter. But our representation went u a | 
And now our sentiment has been repeated by Mr, Justice Holmwood, a Judge 
of the highest tribunal in Bengal, in the following words :— 

_ “Surely, if the boys had done anything wrong, their parents could be 
easily communicated witb, their teachers could deal with the matter. Why 
criminal proceedings? | 

Again, the English officials prohibited swadeshi meetings in public places, 
but allowed such meetings in private houses. The Bengalis felt grateful to 
the authorities for this. But there was still no escape for them. A meeting 
was being held in a private house and the audience were crying Bande Mataram, 
The police could not bear this, but entered the house and dispersed the meeting. 
An instance of such conduct on the part of the police lately happened in 
Brahmanbaria, Tippera. os 

_ Why such a crooked policy? Why not tell the people plainly that you 
will allow swadeshs meetings or the cry of Bande Mataram nowhere, neither in 
a public place nor in a private house. 

72. Seeing that some 2 the ee Corps who e home = 

The Imperi eave are not likely to return to their duties, the 
de Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th May says that 

corps which used to add brilliancy to the Curzonian processions, seems to 
ave commenced its decadence. 


The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th May says that the head - 


ed to such a 5 
decision of the H 


The M i t | — « e 2 
the ale ef foreig of Decca and has written a letter to a local zamindar enquiring 


market, if it is true that he has prohibited the sale of délats 
cloths in a market of which he is the owner. Has 


clerk and sharistadar of the Magistrate of Dacca 
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not the owner of a market the right to prohibit the sale of any article in it 
Under what authority has the Magistrate of Dacca proceeded to interfere wid 
the private right of the owner of a market of controlling the sale of articles in 
it? Under what section of what Act will the te proceed against the 
owner of a * who has prohibited the sale of and foreign salt, sugar 
and cloth in it 

74. The Sandhya[Calcutta] of the 14th May regards the recent withdrawal 

| of the Lyon circulars as an illusory concession which 
_,The withdrawal of the Lyon should not deceive the public into any expression 
— of rejoicing. The District Officers, whe 
determine in each case whether there is any risk of annoyance to Musalmans 
or of breaches of the peace, have their minds full of evil and baseless suspicion, 
of the people. The new order will therefore be relegated to an out-of-the-way 
corner of the Secretariat office and will be practically of no good. The right 
to utter Bande Maiaram is a natural right of the people of Bengal which could 
not be taken away by Government, and which equally cannot be granted b 
that authority. That right remained unaffected by the prohibition, and the 
withdrawal of the prohibition leaves it unaffected still. It is not a matter 
dependent on the pleasure of Government. 

75. Referring to the prevalence of distress in Eastern Bengal, the Daily 

Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 14th May says that 

Poverty, loyalty and Government. Yhile Government is careless of its duties to the 

ple of the country, it demands from the latter full performance of their 

Jutles to it. Can such a Government as the country possesses nowadays 

expect loyalty from its subjects? Will Sir B. Fuller answer this question? 

His Honour is fond of salams. But does he deserve salams from the people 
under his rule, whose welfare he never cares to look after? 

76. The Dacca 8 of the 14th May writes as follows in 

nglish :-— : 
3 barbarities and wild ’ The Gurkha-trodden, Emerson-laden Barisal 
ours. ° ° . 
has been once more the scene of an incredibly big 
folly and blunder on the part of Government. The pick of our nation have 
been insulted there, our hopefuls have been mercilessly beaten and profusely 
bled. But what has been the effect? Has the shouting of Bande Mataram 
been stopped or swadesht throttled? We do not know what the authorities 
would say in answer to these questions. But we, on our part, can only say 
that these Muscovite brutalities have only served to fan the smoulderin 
embers of our enthusiasm into a steady blaze. Swadeshi is to be henceforw 
the ever-burning sacred fire that will be preserved in our hearths and homes, 
by sire and son, as by the zealous Risiis of yore. At Barisal, we had entered 
an ordeal—an ordeal of fire, indeed—and we have come out brighter and purer. 

Our Friend at Shillong writes:—‘‘I presume tne weather has become 
very hot at Dacca by this time, and the air is full of sensations on account of 
the lamentable incidents at Barisal.” Yes, it is very hot at Dacca, the air 
replete with sensations, and the atmosphere quite saturated with rumours. It 
is, we think, high time some of these latter were crystallized out in a definite 
geometrical form.” But perhaps the high temperature of the air accounts for 
their great solubility ! 

ncy is given to a rumour that Sir Bampfylde had been at Dacca, 
incognito, on his way to Shillong from Barisal. From Barisal |—well that 
may somewhat explain the rather mysterious appearance of the gubernatorial 
— 8 at Barisal just before the Conference days. We know His Honour too 
well to summarily discredit the hearsay. Surely, Sir Bampfylde, a worthy 
chela of the worthy guru, Lord Curzon, who was ready and willing to exchange 
his Viceroyalty with the Chairmanship of the Calcutta Municipality, may not 
think himself too high to thus play the Exalted Daroga. 

It is again whispered that Messrs. Savage, Lyon and Bonham-Carter are at 
logger-heads with t eir mighty lord about the general policy of the * 
ment of the new Province,” and the Barisal barbarities in particular, Nothing 
would indeed afford us more pleasure than the knowledge that the Hon bie 
Members of the new Government, the fathers of so many circulars, , bad 


} 
indifferent, have a bit more regard for law than the Grand Duke of “Exter 
ded Assam.” 
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mber three is to the effect that Sindbad is, after all, 
4° 1 2 his burden; and that a Bengali (whose name we forget 
N ow) is going to be elevated to the musnud. People have already begun 
just 8 on their fingers: Chief Justice, Advocate-General, Lieutcnant- 
con® st, „One, two, three.” A millennium—is it not? 
ei comes the fourth, and we have done, It is the gravest of all, so far 
as Dacca is concerned. Mr. Emerson, we are told, has become so unruly as 
to necessitate his removal here as the District Magistrate in order that he may 
be under the strict eye of the Commissioner! But what stands in the way 
of his being placed under stricter eye than Mr. LeMesurier’s?—under Sir B.’s 
e as Chief Secretary of Eastern Bengal and Assam, for example? 
tad Rumours are always short-lived, specially the false ones. They have at 
least proved to be so in the present instance. 

The cry is, still they come. There is a strong and persistent rumour in 
the town that Sir Bampfylde Fuller has, after all, thought it fit to climb down. 
Sir Bampfylde was evidently seeking for a plausible opportunity to clear out 
and the Barisal incident has offered him that relief. So in view of the ad- 
mirable self-restraint shown by the Bengal leaders in connection with the 
Barisal Conference contretemps the Government thinks it advisable to relax the 
rules, recently promulgated by executive orders, with regard to public proces- 
sions, etc. Not only this. ‘The shouting of the much-dreaded, awe-inspiring 
Bande Mataram will henceforth be allowed in public places, which was in 
hot haste interdicted. 

For obvious reasons, we do not like, at this stage, to enter into any 
lengthy discussion of the position taken by the Government in this connection. 
We will say, all’s well that ends well. We only wish His Honour has not 
halted mid-way, but screwed up courage to go down the whole length and 
make an unconditional surrender, by wholly withdrawing the restrictions im- 
posed upon people's liberty—the birth-right of a British subject. At the same 
time we cannot help observing, in extenuation of the fool-hardiness of the 
Fullerian Government, that Sir B. Fuller had hitherto dealt with Central Provinces 
and Assum tigers. This is the first time that he has come in touch with Bengal 
Royal (Loyal) tigers, and it is no wonder, miscalculating his strength, he 
went in to square matters with his new acquaintances with a light heart, and, 
as its result, finds himself in the iron grip of his Bengali adversaries. Let us 
hope he will take the rebuff in good spirit. Having come out as the second 
best in the duel, we hope, he will not return home, as the adage goes, to give 
a severe thrashing to his newly-wedded wife (the Muhammadans) to appease 
his anger. 

We hasten to offer our heart-felt congratulations to the great 
Mr. Emerson on his late achievement at Barisal, which has eclipsed even his 
somersaults at Rangpur. With a decent sum to his credit, and possibly 
also afew letters tagged on to his name, when he returns ‘home’ after 
ap of disinterested toil in the Punkha Land, he is to be the lion wherever 

e would go. In society, he is to be much held in request as the man who 
at one time arrested and tried the Sergius Thord of Bengal. And what 
more can a man desire? 

77. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 15th May has the following: -- 

i tials alles Our leaders have eaten the /feringhi’s laddu 
sympathy. rouer % (a sweetmeat in the shape of a ball) and have been 
| quite charmed with its taste. They were licking 
the laddu and felt tempted to bave a bite at it. They pressed their teeth 
into it, but found it full of gravel and sand and tasting extremely bitter. 
Their fit of intoxication was off. They did not know before that under the 
equality and liberty of the feringhis lay hidden the thrusts of the Gurkhas 
and the lathis of the police. ‘They were at last coming a little to their senses. 
But the feringhis are a shrewd people. They added a little more sweetness 
to their laddu and hid its bitterness and made it look handsome. That is 
enough to captivate our Babus, who have again taken to licking the laddu 
and laughing with intoxication. They sec in Mr. Morley a just man, who 
has checked Sir B. Fuller’s high- handedness. They find the English people 
roused from their apathy to India. They expect much from allthis. They 


point with exultation to the withdrawal of the Bande Mataram circular by 
ir B. Fuller, to Mr. Morley’s promise to extend the time of the budget 
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ebate in Indian Counrils, and to his appointment of a day for holding 3 
. ference with representatives of the Parliamentary Committee. 
generosity! What equality! They see in the feringhis us a nation a le 
of real worth, though a few of them lose their heads on coming out to this 
country. They are all advocates of equality and fraternity. They will 
place the boon of independence in. our hands. Well, if you think 80, go 
on licking the laddu, go on licking it; but take care that you do not 
too great a demand upon your rulers’ kindness and take too deep a bite upon 
the laddu. | ä 

Ye people of Bengal, ye devotees of your mother, do not forget your- 
selves in the charm of the feringhi’s laddu. You should attach no value to 
what the feringhi gives. It will make no difference whether what he gives 
is given or not. What does it matter whether the tether round your neck 
is loosened a little at times or not? Do not go about showing off your 
beauty with borrowed jewels, The jewels may be snatched away at any 
moment. 

It is the feringhi’s iaddu which has been the cause of our undoing, 
having deprived us of all insight into ourselves. ‘Throw away that glittering 
poison and take the food consecrated an offering to the mother, which 
possesses the virtue of nectar. You should slight both the /eringhi’s favours 
and disfavours. 

78. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 1:th May says that the 

: | obstruction offered to swadeshi proceedings at 
a cirouler in Eastern Brahmanbaria even after the promulgation of 

the new circular makes it doubtful whether it 
was issued merely to throw dust in the eyes of the higher authorities and of 
the Secretary of State for India. 

79. The Daily Hitavad: ( Calcutta] of the 16th May has the following :— 

How is it that Sir B. Fuller, the incarnation 
A circular in Eastern of vauity and boastfulness, bas begun to show 
signs of good sense? Why has the man, who 
so long lorded it over the people of Eastern Bengal and in the plenitude of 
his matchless glory and power, did not scruple to adopt Russian methods of 
administration and to interfere with the liberty of the subject, so suddenly 
changed his front and have shown a desire to mend his erring ways? ‘This 
very suddenness seems to indicate that this power-loving autocrat will no 
lunger dare to imitate the Russian Tsar in his dealings with the people. 

He was oppressing the people to his heart’s content. New methods of 
oppression were being daily invented, and he was greatly enjoying the spectacle 
of a helpless people groaning under his tyranny. The climax was reached 
when he wreaked his vengeance upon the devoted heads of the Barisal 


Conference delegates and insulted the great Indian leader, Babu Surendra- 
nath, as he thought, with impunity. But when a fierce c 


of indignation 
and hatred was raised throughout the length and 4 of Ind iu, when 
questions were asked in the British Parliament, it was then that the autoerat 
got somewhat frightened. Then, and not till then, the spirit of self - restraint 
in the people of Eastern Bengal was discovered, and the copious streams of 
mercy in the shape of a circular flowed down the Shillong hill. But there 
are rough, plain-spoken men who have given out that it was through the 
scolding of higher authorities and not out of mercy that Sir B. Fuller was 
compelled to withdraw the notorious circular prohibiting the cry of Bande 
Mataram. ‘‘ There cannot be the least trace of clay on a stone,” says the 
Indian proverb. So there can be no feeling of pity or sympathy in the 
heart of Sir B. Fuller. In proof of this statement it may be pointed out 
that had Sir B. Fuller entertained the least pity for the injured and insulted 
delegates at Barisal, had he any sense of the self-restraint which they so 
strikingly di-played, then his faithful, ever-obedient subordinate, the Com- 
missioner of the Dacca Division, would never have proposed to double the 
number of the 2 police force at Barisal. . 
80. The Daily Hitavadi ene! of the 12th May writes: : 
| ‘he long - deferred desire of the Eastern 
rale yg ain, Bengal officials has at last been fulfilled. The 
turbance. unity between Hindus and Muhammadans bes 
been an eyesore to the English, and at last * 
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narrel has broken out between them. The English in India necessarily 


‘oy of “divide and rule.“ There has been and amity 
. indus and Muhammadans in Bengal for a long time. Lord 


this and therefore proposed to divide Ben Finding that both 
2 and Muhammadans o posed the partition of Bengal, certain 
officials came forward to destroy their united strength by sowing dissensions 
mong them. They found it easy to delude the illiterate Mu ammadans. 
— ignorant Maulvis were employed to incite the Muhammadans against 
the Hindus, and the result was that the Muhammadan labourers began to 
refuse to work in the fields of their Hindu 2 and even to pay rent 
to their Hindu zamindars. This estranged feeling has been brought about 
by the secret manipulation of the officials. Thus what the officials 80 — 1 
wished for has been partiall fulfilled in Mymensingh, The astute offici 
will now take advantage of this quarrel between the Hindus and Muham- 
madans to suppress the swadeshs movement. 
Now, who is to blame for this unfortunate quarrel? Immediately on 
assuming office as Lieutenant-Governor, Sir B. Fuller proclaimed that he 
would crush the Hindus and be blind to all the faults of the Muhammadans. 
It was openly declared that the Gurkhas had been brought to Barisal to 
prevent the discontented Muhammadans from oppressing the Hindus. The 


punitive police, the Assam police were all brought down with the same 


avowed object. But the wonder is that they oppressed the Hindus alone for 


whose protection they had come, and it was the Hindus who had to bear 
the cost of the punitive police. In the matter of appointments under Gov- 
ernment undue favour has been shown to Muhammadans. The general 
impression is that the Muhammadan rioters believe that the officials will 
support them. It was because they entertained that belief that they looted 
bazars. Of course no official ever wished that the Muhammadans should go 
so far as to disturb the public peace. But whether they wished it or not, 
the matter has practically proceeded so far as that. The illiterate Muham- 
madans looted the bazars and beat the police officers who opposed them. For 
they believed that the Lieutenant-Governor himself was at their back! 

But the question is, who is to be held responsible for these riots? How 
was the impression created in the mind of the Muhammadans that the 
Lieutenant-Governor favoured them? All the officials from Lord QOurzon 
downwards declared that it was for the good of the Muhammadans that the 
partition was carried out. Whatever their real meaning might have been, 
it was this declaration which emboldened the Muhammadans to go to the 
extent of committing riots. Knowing well how excitable the Muhammadans 
were by nature, Sir B. Fuller intentionally allowed a most obnoxious 
impression to take root in their mind. We cannot therefore hold the Muham 
madans alone guilty in the Mymensingh disturbance. 


III. —LOISLATrTOx. 


81. The Nthar Dan of the 15th May says that the Commission 
which was appointed by the (Government to 


The sed jute legislation. 1 1 | f 
proposed jute legislation enquire into the question of adulteration of jute 


has plainly said that the commodity is never adulterated by native sellers, 


and . that the latter have sometimes to suffer great zulm at the hands of 
European jute merchants. In spite of this, Government has prepared a draft 
Bill for preventing adulteration of jute, in consultation with the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Bill will be goon passed. into law. Where 


the people of the country go for redress if Government becomes 
espotic ? | 


V.-—Prospects oF tHe Crops AND Cox DiTIoN OF THE PEOPLE. 


82. The Charumikir (My mensingh] of the lst May publishes a letter 
_ Reported scarcity in Pingna. rom Pingna reporting that the local prices of 
4 rice and paddy are very high, so much so that 
ry people ere finding it hard to m both ends meet. The distress 


u specially acute in the Gopalpur and Sari mat 
risabari thanas, Even the man 
and jack-fruit crops have been more or lune failure this year. 2 
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„ The Samay [Calcutta] of the 4th May publishes a communicati 
1 vl rath Joania Bhaluka 1 5 the district of Nadia 
reporting that the local mango crop has not been 
much of a success this year and that the local prices of rico, mug, kalat and 
wheat are very high. Ordinary coarse rice is pe at four rupees and-a-half 

er maund, Great 8 prevails, and cases are known where people are 
Ering on green bael fruit boiled. 1 i 
84. A correspondent of the Charumihir [Mymensingh ] of the 8th May 

: f reports prevalence of severe distress in Gopalpur 
Distress in Tangail, Mymensingh. and other villages within the Tangail subdivision 
of the Mymensingh district, Cultivators have been reduced to indigence, 
Cultivation itself has been suspended for want of plough-cattle, seeds, eto. 
A man named Fakir Kalu of the Betbari village and a woman of the 
Surgarbati village have died of starvation. A petition to the Magistrate 


Reported distress in Nadia. 


of Tangail in the matter has been of no avail. 


85. Another correspondent of the same paper says that famine is ragin 
in Simla, Palasia, Char-Simla and other villages 
under the Gopalpur thana within the Tangail 
subdivision. From the month of ariice to the month of Chaitra last, seven 
deaths occurred in the house of Chita Mudi in the Simla village due to 
diseases caused by starvation and diets of leaves of trees, ete, And such 
deaths are occurring every day in the locality. Dysentery is raging virulently 
among the famine-stricken people, Thefts of rice, paddy, and even cooked 
food sre occurring every night. 

86. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
9th May writes that it is receiving reports of 
| scarcity of food from different parts of Eastern 
Bengal almost every week. ‘The Government evidently will not recognise 
the presence of famine until deaths from starvation actually occur in the 
country in numbers, 

87. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 9th May says that severe distress 
prevails in the Jessore district. Every article 
of food has become extremely dear, There has 
also been a failure of the summer fruit crops. ‘The district authorities are 
showing complete indifference to this serious state of affairs. It therefore 
behoves the educated inhabitants of the district to bestir themselves in the 
matter and supply the higher authorities with information regarding the 
situation It should be remembered, says the writer, that we no longer live 
in the dominion of rulers like Rama, who will institute, unsought, enquiries 
into the condition of their subjects. On the contrary, our present rulers are 
always anxious to hide their own defects and the scandalous fruits of their 
system of administration. 

88. The same paper writes that acute scarcity of food prevails in about 

ae 5 _ twenty-five to thirty villages (Rajapur, Ramsara, 
Pitas in certain villages in Kuchila, Maisahati, etc.) in the thana of Nowa- 

para. Unless Government comes speedily to the 
assistance of the people, deaths from starvation ona large scale are likely to 
occur. 


89. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th May says that the manner in 
which the price of coarse rice is rising by leaps 
1 of famine in and bounds in Bengal has caused the greatest 


ee apprehension of famine in the country. But 
Government is indifferent to the matter. Perhaps it desires to test the 


patience of the Bengalis under sufferings. Will not the authorities come 

to the relief of the poor people so long as they are not reduced to skeletons by 
starvation and attacked by all sorts of diseases ? | 

90. A correspondent of the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th May says 

a i that on the 2Ist March last, a daughter-in-law of 

starvation. = *° one Amritalal Chakravarti, an inhabitant of the 


Sohagdal village in the Backergunge district, was 
forced by starvation to hang herself to death. This year there is sure to 
te a great, loss of life in the country owing to famine. The authorities are, 


however, indifferent to the matter, The muchi (one who deals in hide) 
becomes festive when a plague breaks out among cows. 


Reported {amine in Mymensingh, 


Distress in Eastern Bengal. 


Distress in the Jessore district. 
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91. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 12th 
May reports prevalence of severe distress through- 


dder has also become extremely scarce, 
ae 92. A correspondent of the same paper says 


Scarcity in the Dacea district. that every article of food has become unusually 
dear in Alalpur and other tas PD near Nawabgan] in the Vacca district. 


Scarcity of food in Bengal. 


93. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 14th May draws the attention 
/ of Government, as affording an indication of the 
Distress in Backergunge. scarcity of food which prevails; to an incident 
said to have lately happened at Batajor in Backergunge. A party of outeiders 
entered a householder’s kitchen, and after eating whatever was available 
there, left without stealing anything else. 
94, The Daily Hitavadi besos ag of the 14th May reports prevalence 
of severe distress in Ujirpur, Dhunajorha, Kharh- 
dia, Malikhani, Sarundhi, Sadhuhati, Jagan- 
nathdi, Jaypasa and the neighbouring villages 
under the Ainpur thana in the Faridpur district. Want and cheapness of 
labour have brought the greatest hardship on labourers. Rice is selling at 
the rate of five or six seers for a rupee. People are passing days without 
food $r on quite insufficient food. Many people have died of starvation. 
Relief is immediately necessary. Even moneyed people are feeling the 
stress on account of insufficient supply of rice in the local murket. 


Reported famine in the Farid- 
pur district. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


95. The Charumthr {Mymensingh] of the Ist May writes that a large 
number of unfortunates of Mymensingh town have 
resolved to give up using cloths of foreign make 
and also not to receive visitors with liquor of similar 
manufacture. Some of them are also collecting money by singing songs, part 
of which is to go to the National Funds 

96. The Pabna Hitaisht [ Pabuu!] of the 2nd May publishes a poem, in one 

stanza of which an expression of opinion occurs 
adverse to the expediency of the people irritating 
the Government by making schoolhoys foolishly and uselessly cry Bande 
Mutaram in public plaves. 

97. Tne Samay [Calcutta] of the 4th May relates how a European medical 
man was assaulted by a party of cvolies at the 
Tinsukia tea-garden in Assam, because he had 
insulted the Bengali medical man attacbed to the 
garden, whom the coolies Jooked up to, and concludes with the remark that it 
should like to see remnedy of this sort applied for the instruction of those 
ill-tempered Anglo-Indians who bring disgrace on the English name by ill- 
treatment of this kind. . 

98. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 4th May says that everybody should 
take a lesson from the way in which the sweet 
melody of the national songs sung by Hindu school- 
. boys has awakened and given life to the Hindu 
community. There were so long, however, no national Songs for Musalman 
schoolboys and young men, by the singing of which they could awaken their 
co. religionists and, filling their despondent hearts with hope, enable them to 
enter upon u path of action. But this want of the Muhammadans is going to be 
ty em by the Musalman national songs which have recently been composed 
by Shiraji Saheb. 

99. The same paper writes as follows: 

While the Musalmans are sitting idle in their 
homes and peeping like owls from their safe retreat, 
1 i the Hindus are rushing out like lions into the outer 
e yard and rending the skies with their loud roar. And it is the Hindus 
she oy 8 rights and privileges for their country and co-religionists, 

e Musalmans continue in the same benighted condition as before. 


of Musal 
and Allahabad High Court Seis usalmans from the Bombay, Calcutta, 


The swadesht movement at 


My mensingh. 


The Bunde Mataram cry. 


A European assaulted by tea- 
garden cvolies. 


National s f 
schoolboys. ongs for Musaiman 


Hindus and Musalmans in the 
race of life. 


é while seditious Hindus have forced the 
overnment to give them a Chief J usticeship and an Advocate-Generalship. 


Baraavast, 


May 12th, 1906. 
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Alas, that the Musalmans should not yet see their mistake. In this world there 
is no strength to be compared to * strength, and nothing is held in 
greater esteem than physical strength and valour. 
100. The Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 6th May writes as follows: 
The Bengalis have a mighty and most difficult 
What the Bengalis ought to do. Fork before them. Untiring zeal and singleness of 
are neoded for the accomplishment of that work. To gain one’s pu 
one disregards all consideratious of self-respect or fastidious discrimination of 
right and wrong. What has the Bengali to fear or repent? When he has taken 
up a great righteous work, ought he to be misguided by considerations of moral 
niceties in the choice of a means for its accomplishment ? A real man of action 
will never forsake his noble purpose, even if he has to proclaim a lie before bis 
enemy to form a secret conspiracy for doing injury to somebody or to deceiye 
the enemy by false appearances. It is not imperative on a person to behave 
honestly with a person who is a a robber and upholds the cause of unrighteous. 
ness. Again, one has to conduct himself with great forbearance before in 
enemy and keep the fire of enmity carefully conceuled in his heart. A con- 
sideration of the history of India shows that the cause of the downfall of the 
warlike races in the country was their attachment to high ideas and noble ideals 
eveu at the sacrifice of the work with which they were entrusted. Everywhere 
in India, with the exception of the Mahratta country, there has always been a 
want of real aptitude for work among the people. But this state of things must 
no longer be allowed to prevail in Bengal. The French Revolution has taught 
lessons of liberty, equality and fraternity to the human race. Governments 
are only creations of the will of nations and their lives are in the hands of the 
latter. It is true that there are many nations on the face of the earth who 
calmly suffer oppressions at the hands of despotic rulers, but that is simply 
because they are unwilling to face the dangers and undergo the hardships of a 
struggle for independence, and have no faith in the ideal. God did not create 
man out of Himself that he might be a slave for life. 


1 101. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 7th May 
boyeott. has the following :— 


Four descriptions of boycott. 


(1) The abjuring of the use of belati salt, sugar, cloth, etc. 

(2) The giving up of feringhi speech and ideas, of feringhit ways of life 
and thought. a | 

(3) The cutting off of all connexion as far as possible with the ferirghis. 
This involves the immediate resignation of honorary offices 
under Government like seats in Council, etc. a 

(4) The boycotting of those persons who will not accept the boycott in 
the above three descriptions. These men must not be invited to 
any party, and if invited to any party, must be shunned. 


102. In the opinion of the same paper the people of India possess no such 
thing as a political right.“ It is of the essence of a 
‘right’ of a people that it should be as natural and 
inevitable as air and water for instance. ‘ Rights’ 
in this sense the people of India do not possess, and cannot possess since they 
are a subject people. A person who is born in a free country acquires by this 
mere fact ‘rights’ which a person born in a conquered country can lay no 
clam to. By the fact of being born in a conquered country, a person 18 
deprived even of his or her rights’ which belong to him or her as a human 
being merely. Is it not a misapplication of the word to use the word ‘ right’ 
in reference to such a matter as the power of the rate-payers in a town in 
Bengal to elect their own Municipal Commissioner or M unicipal Chairman ? 
Are the rights’ of the townspeople of Calcutta in regard to the manage. 
ment of their municipal affairs the same now that they were some years ago! 
‘ Rights’ are permanent things, which do not depend for their existence on 
official frowns or favours. Rights such as municipal rights referred to above 
are mere matters of grace and gift from the rulers of the State, and as such the 
continued enjoyment of them depends on the will of the giver. The power 


which is given at pleasure and which at pleasure cannot 
be described as 4 right, A 


Political rights of the Indian 
people. 
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103. The Murshidabad Hitais li [Murshidabad ] of the 9th May writes that “a 
at present there is not the slightest remnant left 1. ob, 1906. 
rhe bende movement in visible of the zeal which the people of Murshidabad 
Murshidabad. at first showed for 2 2 movement. sit a 
‘no to an article published in the Bengalee newspaper in whic SaNDETA, 
- oe its Editor, Babu Surendranath Banerji, says that M*7 1% 19%. 
Fatility of the anti -· partition following the advice of Sir William Wedderburn, 
agitation. he will continue the agitation against the partition 
till it is witndra wn, the Sandhya ; Calcutta of the 10th May saye:— 

What a pious resolution! If a liue drawn upon the map of Bengal were 
effaced, would that alone fulfil our desires? If the partition of Bengal be 
withdrawn, will our deliverance necessarily follow? Is deiiverance so easy, 80 
cheap, so readily obtainable that it may be ours simply by the process of shift- 
ing a line drawn on the map of the feringhi ? Sir William says, If Mr. John 
Morley, etc.” Who can surmount the strong barrier implied by the word“ if? 

li the burning of seven maunds of oil be the condition of Radha’s dancing, then 
of course that charming dance will never come off. Hope never deserts Babu 
Surendranath. Hut to delude his countrymen with vain hopes is a sorry affair 
indeed. When will he and his followers understand that the fring ius 
sympathy is a veritable mare's nest 7 d 
105. The Sanihya [Calcutta] of the 11th May . 
_ Instances of a relates.six cases of social ostracism in Vikrampur in 
0 at 8 pursuance of the swadesht movement. 
106. In the opinion of the Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 11th „erer, 
i May, the rumoured blackening of Queen Victoria's slay Nun, 180 
The Queen's statue at Chitta- statue at Chittagong, if true, was a most blame- f 
„ worthy and childish act. If somebody had to be 
blackened, it is Sir B. Fuller who should have been selected. 

107. A correspondent writes to the Howrah Hitaisht , Howrah ! of the 11th Howsss Brame, 
May to say that Babu Chandra Kumar Roy, the ™*7 Nen. 1906. 
Inspector of Police who gained notoriety in 
connexion with the Bhola salt case and who is now in Noakhali, is experiencing 
the greatest difficulty in getting his daughter married, his fellow-castemen 
refusing to form any connexion with him in view pf the part he played in 
the case above mentioned. 

108. ‘The Sandhya [ Calcutta] uf the 11th May publishes a letter from tbe rr, 
village of Jaraitala in Kishorganj in Mymensingh May 11th, 1996, 
reporting that on the 20th Bazsukh last, a number of 
gentlemen of that place were so moved by accounts of the late @ncidents at 
barisal that they burnt on the spot old clothes of foreign make that they 


happened to bave on at the time, and also to abjure solemnly before the goddess 
Kali the use of such clothes in future. 


109. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th May writes :— —_ * 
The chief objection of the party opposed to | ‘ 
The Bengal boycott and its i 


3 — our methods of agitation and work is against the 
85 boy cott of British goods. They say that for 
British subjects residing in the British Empire to attempt to boycott British 
goods is an absurdity. But we think otherwise. Human nature being 
what it is, the importance of meetings, of exhortations to stick to the swadeshi 
vow, and other similar methods can never be exaggerated. Our chief aim is 
to improve the arts and industries of our country and thereby to mitigate the 
sufferings of our people caused by poverty. The undoing of the partition of 
Bengal and the gaining of coustitutional rights are minor objects. If we are 
keeping alive our swadeshi agitation, it is because we believe that in the end 
it will prove the panacea for all our evils, We entirely disagree with those 
N think that after Mr. Morley's declaration that the partition was irrevocable, 
8 agitation must go for nothing. Could anybody ever imagine that the 
would grant a popular constitution? And yet the impossible has now 
ecome possible. Do not our Opponents know that the Chinese lahourers in 


— got their grievances redressed when the Chinese people boycotted 


merican goods? When all is said. i 
agitation is bound to id, it becomes manifest that the swadeshs 


vow tisk give us all we stand in need of. Let us make our swudeshi 
Ww tighter, let us punish the traitors in our camp with social ostracism, and 


An Inspector of Police boycotted. 


The swadeshi n ovement. 
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you shall see that we are a nation worthy of respect. Remember that 
swadeshtsm is our eheet-anchor in our present crisis. 

Basoavast, 110. The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 12th May regrets that many 
seine nis educated Bengalis are breaking the oaths they 
took recently in favour of the swadeshi mow ment, 

The ranks of wadeshi advocates are consequently being thinned. 

yousme, . 111. ‘the Tegantar [Calcutta] of the 13th May prescribes the following 

May 13th, 1906, What the Bengalis onght todo. Coyrse of action for the Bengalis :-— 


— 
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Desertion of the swadeshi. 


(1) They must keep a poisoned interior and a honeyed exterior. This 
must be done so long as their purpose is not served. 

(2) “Keep your sword bright against the day of battle.” Always try 
to make preparations for the future struggle. Do not leave 
the future to take care of itself. 

(3) Keep the enemy engaged with petty difficulties and small acts of 

opposition. The tactics which is known as “covering” in the 
Geld of battle is also necessary in the field of politics. Bande 
Mataram processions, conferences, congresses, swadeshi speeches, 
etc., are parts of such tactics. 


= _ 


Uriya Papers. 


va Van. 112. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore | of the 3rd May states that the sky 
May Srd, 1906. : was cloudy every afternoon in the last week, and 
: 0 i Dalasees. that there was no rain, though rain is urgently 
wanted at present. 
GaRsaTBASIST, 113. The Athgarh correspondent of the Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 5th 
May bth, 1906. May states that the temperature in that State is 
80 high that the heat is simply unbearable. | 
OA. 114. The Kalahandi correspondent of the same paper makes a similar 
3 statement with regard to the weather in that 
The weather in Kalahandi. State. 
OrxaLvrrica, 115. The Utkaldspika [Cuttack] of the 5th May states that the temper- 
May Sth, 1906. ature is high in the Cuttack town and that there is 
The weather in Cuttack. no prospect of rain. 
Ureatpie.na. 116. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that agricultural 
| operations cannot proceed through want of rain, 
_ that some clouds are at times visible in tho 
sky. 
nnn. 117. The Ranpur correspondent of the Garjatbasini [ Talcher] of the 
May btb. 1906. | 5th May states that water has become scaree in the 
Scarcity of water in Ranpur. Rampur State, and that the Raja of that State 
should take immediate steps to relieve his suffering subjects. 
Gansarpasini. 118. The Boad correspondent of the same paper states that Babu Jagan- 
: | nath Rao, the present Dewan of Boad, has reduced 
„ a. ties the price of rice in that State from 9 seers to 10 


seers per rupee by an executive order and recom- 
mends that the local authorities in other States may follow his exampbe. 


GaRsaTsasrnt, 119. The Kalahandi correspondent of the same paper states that mangoes 
Mangoes serviceable as food in äre available in that State and are serviceable as 

Kalahandi. food for the poor and famished. 
UTKALDIPIKA, 120. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika {Cuttack} of the 5th 
Mey . } May states that mangoes are available in plenty in 
a" serviceable Sood in that district, and that they afford a great relief to 
the people, who are suffering from scarcity of food, 

due to the fuilure of the paddy crop. | 
RRR 121. The same correspondent states that 
ca em drinking-water is not available in many places in 
that district. 

122. The same correspondent states that 


coarse rice sells at 8 seers and fine rice at 6 seer 
per rupee in Puri. , 


The weather in Athgarh. 


The weather in Puri. 
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Manorama [ Baripada] of the 30th April states that cholera 
123. The as brach out in Baripada and that a person died 
Cholera in Baripads. of the fell disease on the 28th April. | 
124. The Samvad Vahtka [ Balasore} of the rd May states that though 
cholera has a little abated in village Kesi, it has 
increaeed in severity in Bhograi in the Balasore 
district. 

125. The Utkaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 5th 
May states that one or two persons died of cholera 
last week in the Cuttack town. 

126. The Samvad Vahik«s [Balasore of the ard May states that about 340 

houses were destroyed by fire in Baidyeswar, in 
Fives in Banki, Dhenkanal and Banki, and in Dhenkinal garh, and that similar 
other places. calamities occur in many places this year. The 
Carjatbasini also makes similar statements. 

127. The Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 5th May states that a great 
fire took place in village Khalari and destroyed 
two hundred dbharans of paddy among other 
properties. In this connection, the writer speaks highly of the services of 
Babu Baidya Nath Misra the Deputy Magistrate of Angul, who, actuated by 
benevolent motives, personally came to the spot in the intolerable noon- day 
heat and helped in saving much property and extinguishing the fire. 

The sume paper learns that the village Kanifulia Sabi in Angul bas been 
reduced to ashes by fire. ae 

128, The Athgarh correspondent of the same paper states that fires are 
ee common in the Athgarh State and that not a day 
Fine in ee passes but some houses are destroyed by fire. 

129. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipita [Cuttack] of the 5th 

5 ay states that fire is creating havoc in the Puri 

Pires in Past. town and that this is attributed to incendiarism, 
thongh not a single incendiary has as yet been arrested by the local police. 
The residents of Bali Sahi and other parts of the Puri town pass their nights 
in disquiet, as fires are very common in those parts. 

130. The same paper is sorry to notice the 
death of Babu Ramgati Das Gupta, a pleader who 
is said to have been one of the ornaments of the Cuttack Bar. 

131, The Kalabandi correspondent of the Garjathasini [Talcher] of the 
5th May states that he was wrong in his previous 
assertion that the tenants of some zamindaris in 
that State had left their villages through want of food, and that there were 
other causes at work which led to the desertion of their villages by those 
tenants. 

132. An advertisement in the U¢kaldipika [Cuttack] of the 5th May runs 

| : to the effect that a tiger having killed men and 

2 man-eater in Naye- cattle in villages Goripali and Sunamuki in Naya- 

garh State, a reward of Ks. 50 will be offered to 

the person who will be able to kill the man-eater within a reasonable period. 

133. The Sambalpur Hitarshins e the 

28th April disapproves of the proceedings of Mr. 

Emerson, the Magistrate of Barisal, and his 
subordinates, in connection with the late Barisa] Conference. 

134. The Utkaldurpan 8 of the 30th April seems to have very 

ittle sympathy for Mr. S. N. Banerji and his 
Barisal Conference. The writer observes that the 
interests of Bengalis and Uriyas are at present so 
divergent in nature that the latter should never join the former in finding 
fault with the British rulers in India. Mr. Banerji and his party are said to 
be promoting interests which Orissa is not in a position to enjoy, and which 
unortunately sometimes clash with those of its own. 

135. The Garjatbasint ſ Talcher} of the 5th May states that Babu Shyam- 
sundar Nand, the late Manager of Pal Lahera, had 
so endeared himself to the people of that State that 
t hi a they held a meeting to express their appreciation 
of his services and their sorrow at his transfer to Hindol. 
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136. The Utkaldipska (Cuttack) of the 5th May is sorry to notice the 


transfer of Babu J amini Mohan Das, the Personal 

Babu Jamini Mohan Das, the Assistant to the Commissioner of Orissa, from 

Personal Assistant to the Orissa Cuttack, and observes that he has inade himself 
Cemmissioner. : i 
popular during his short tenure of office. 

137. The same paper disapproves of the conduct of Mr. Emerson, the 

Di-trict Magistrate of Bakergunge, in his dealings 

Mr. Emerson and his subordi- wit}, Mr. S. N. Banerji and the Barisal Conference, 

N and regrets that the high-handed proceedings of 

the Barisal authorities have led and will lead to the resignation of Honorary 

Magistracies and other honorary posts by their holders. 


138. The Garja bas ini [ Talcher] of the 5th May is glad to learn that 


the Raja ef Athgarh has remitted rent to the 

— of rent by the Raja extent of Rs. 18,000, which will no doubt give 

saa a relief to his subjects in the present season of 

distress. 

139. The same paper is happy to record the benevolence of the Raja 

of Dhenkanal, who provided food for a large 

peng Couevelence of the Baja of number of his subjects whose houses were burnt 
ee by fire, and helped them in other ways. 


140. The same paper further records the 
— of the R. ja f benevolence of the Raja of Athgarh, who provided 


timber free of cost to those of his subjects whose 
houses were destroyed by fire. 

141. The Mano ama [ Baripada} of the 30th April regrets to find that the 

; 7 : official and non-official Bengali settlers in Mayur- 

The Ur.ya-Bengali question. bhanj are engaged in the work of vilifying Uniyas 

in organs conducted by Bengali editors, The writer thinks that these 

calumniators are very urgrateful, for they eat the salt of the Maharaja and 
then vilify his race. 

142, The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 28th April regrets to find 


* that though the young Indians take the swadeshi 
e vow with the object of discarding every forei 

article in use, they fail to observe it faithfuliy. This is no doubt discreditable. 

The Uraluurpan [Sambalpur] of the 30th April observes that though the 

National Council of Education belonging to the swadesht party has included 

Bengali, Hindi and Urdu in the curriculum of its studies, it has overlooked 


Uriya altogether. This spiteful dealing with the Uriyas can never further 
the swadeshi cause. 


143. The same paper finds fault with the President of the third 


Utkal Union Conference for making disparaging 

The Utkal Union Conference. remarks r egar ding the Sambualpur “Uriy as. The 
writer is of opinion that the Uriya leaders present in the Conference should 
have righted this indiscretion on the part of the President. Surely this is not 
the way of reuniting peoples, separated long ago. 
he same paper points out that the Conference acknowledged the benefits 
derived from the Government by thanking officers from the Viceroy to the 
District Magistrate. This shows that the Uriyas are a grateful people, indeed 
more grateful than any other people of India. They never forget to show 
their gratitude to the British rulers for mercies, however small. They 
want to improve themselves under the wise guidance of the British rulers 
without an inordinate ambition for extravagant political concessions. The 


want to remain directly in touch with the British rulers and not to approac 
them through the medium of the Bengali intercessor. 


The Garjatbasini [Talcher | of the 5th May states that the Utkal Sahitya 
Samaj held its annual meeting at Balasore in connexion with the Utkal Union 
Conference which was attended by a large number of members, though no 
substantial progress was made in the direction of literature and science during 
the year under report, ‘The writer hopes that the Samaj will be able to show 
better progress in the year to come. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the oth 
May also makes hopeful remarks regarding the Utkal Sahitya Samaj. 

144. Referring to aap 547 of 1901 in re Brahmananda gt es 

25 and others, appellants, versus Arjun Raut and others, 

oman 2 nach -ip published in page 310 of the Caleutia Lato Journal, 
im y the secret 3 - 

foree of law. : the Uikaldipika ‘Quttack] of the 5th May points 

out that the ruling has made it easy for raiyats 
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ancy rights in the niſjat lands of the zamindars.. This has 
1 N * to the interests of the landed proprietors in Orissa, 
at were hitherto.able to preserve their nh lands intact by thé help of the 
la + portion of section 6, Act X of 1859, which seoms to have been repealed 
T frastrated by the ruling quoted above. ‘Though the Government extended 
a eral sections of Act VIII of 1885 to Orissa for the benefit of gg ter it 
failed to extend section 116 and Chapter XI of that Act, which enable anded 
roprietors to preserve their nijjot lands from the creation of occupancy rights 
— This is no doubt double wrong done to the landed proprietors in 
the interest of the raiyats. The last settlement of lands in Orissa has increased 
the burdens on the zamindars, whose estates have lost their actual value and 
are being sold off at nominal rates. Their ntjjot lands are therefore their only 
mainstay. The ruling quoted above means to introduce occupancy rights 
into their nijot lands by a stealthy but steady force of law. No better way 
of ruining the zamindars could have been devised by legal and administrative 
acumen. The interests of the tenure-holders in Orissa have also been affected 
thereby, and as they are mostly men of very small means they will no doubt 
be entirely ruined. The writer therefore sounds a note of alarm and calle 
upon all the landed proprietors in Orissa to join together in preserving their 
nijjot lands and request the Orissa Association to take immediate steps to avert 
the secret but sure disaster. 


145. The Dehurda correspondent of the same paper writes to say that 

. zamindars of Orissa should join together in 
watts 40 try rent-suits or to making a strong protest against the method by 
extend section 158 of the Bengal which justice is denied to them in rent-suits even 
Tenancy Act to Orissa. where bahuli lakhiray lands are concerned. The 
position of zamindars in Orissa in this respect is much worse than that of 
the zamindars in Bengal, as rent-suits in the former province are not tried by 
civil courts. The Settlement Officers in Orissa fixed unfair rents in the 
name of fair rents, and now the Collectors and Deputy. Collectors base their 
judgments on the errors of Settlement Officers, making the simple remark 
that rents were ascertained after due enquiry on the spot by Settlement 
Officers. When Collectors follow this line of argument, the mistakes made 
by Settlement Officers remain unrectified. The Government should therefore 
see its way to empower the civil courtsin Orissa to try rent-suits. If 
that be not practicable for the present, it must immediately extend section 


158 of the Bengal Tenancy Act to Orissa with a view to determine incidents 
of tenancy. 


146. Referring to the proposed Anglo-Russian alliance by which 


nie 3 5 Calcutta and London will be joined together both 

eritiene diu. by sea and land, the Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra) 

of the 28th April observes that it may benefit 

the English and Russian capitalists in various waye, though the Indians will 
be made poorer by a constant drain of their resources in various forms. 


147, The Manorama [Baripada] of the 30th April states that Nanda 
An objectionable mode of coclie Singh Tamria, a resident of Bangirpasi in 
recruitment. ee „ e stealthily carries on slave trade by 
N abducting young women from lawful custody and 
selling them off at coolie depots. The pradhans and chaukidars concerned 
connive at the refarious trade. The writer draws the attention of the MaHa- 


raja of Mayurbhanj to this, and demands immediate relief in the interest of 
the Mayurbhanj people. 


148. The Akhna Deulia correspondent of the same paper points out 
. that though the chaukidari tax is realised with 
ehaukidare in Mererthend 0 ae rigour from the villagers in Mayurbhanj, very 
h nee little notice is taken of the doings of the chaukidars, 
U o are maintained by the tax. They simply wear their badges, but do not 
watch the villages entrusted to their care. The correspondent considers it very 


‘Unreasonable that the residents of villages should be taxed simply to feéd a 
number of men who neglect their duties with impunity. 
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Assam Papers. 


149. The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the 2nd May makes the following 
—— Clete’ Gcbocl. “ree pane in connexion with the Habiganj Girly 
a ai School :— 


a) The rooms used by the girls and by the Mistress are leaky. 
5) The kitchen-room is also in a dilapidated condition. 

(c) There isno separate privy for the girls, an arrangement which 
is inconvenient both to the girls and to the Mistress. 

(d) The chaukidar, whose duty it is to provide a supply of drinking. 
water for the girls, does not do so regularly every day. 

(e) The Mistress had not received the pay due to her for March up to 
the 23rd April last, and it is doubtful if she has received 
even now. 

The Mistress, unable to 98 up with the state of things disclosed 
above, has sent in her resignation. 


150, The same paper, after pointing out that under the orders of Govern- 
— , ee has a right to be supplied with copies of 
ceedings oh ths tondl Bese ts ene proceedings of the various Local Boards, 
the Paridarsak newspaper. goes on to complain that the Local Boards of the 
Surma Valley do not regularly comply with this 

order, An appeal is made for Government interference. 


151. The same paper says that theroad from ＋ atation to the Jaldhup 

8 thana remains even after the rix or seven years that 

re e ee dee gr ae elapsed since it was constructed, unfinished in 

a small portion of it, and that great inconvenience is caused to the public in 

consequence. An appeal is made to the Karimganj Local Board to look to this 
matter. 


152. The same paper writes that the Karimganj students have become 
The students in Karimcan;, immoral. They go about the streets smoking 
e ence ELEY cigarettes and fail to show proper respect to their 
superiors. 


153. The same paper writes that the agriculturists in Karimganj who had 
been already threatened by a destruction of their 
crops by insects are now still further alarmed by 
the appearance of cattle-plague in certain localities. It behoves Government 
to come to their assistance speedily. 


154. The same paper regrets that although orders have been passed for 
the appointment of veterinary doctors at certain 
places in Sylhet, these orders have not yet been 


Dgstress in Karimganj. 


Veterinary doctors for Sylhet. 
carried into effect. 


155. The same paper after thanking the Government of Eastern Bengal 

j and Assam for having effected an improvement in 
abe teachers of high schoolsin the pay of the gurus, the teachers of the middle 
schools, and the inspecting staff of the Education 

Department of Assam, goes on to express its regret that a similar improvement 
hes not been effected in the pay of the teachers of the high schools. In this 
connexion it is pointed out that promotion at present amongst these officers 18 


ge — arbitrarily, and that there is no regular grade list for them as in 
ngal. 
156. The same paper publishes a letter from South Sylhet giving 
expression to apprehensions that there is litte 
The paddy crop in South Sylhet. expectation this e of the prospects of the Aman 
paddy crop, and also reporting that the boro paddy crop has been destroyed by 
excessive rainfall, and further, that the price of rice per maund now ruling 
at Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-8 shows signs of increasing steadily. 
157. The same paper draws attention to the necessity of repairs to a 
eis broken bridge on the road from Kajeldare Bazar 
bridges. o certain to the Tilagaon station and also to certain others 
on the road from Langla to Kailsahar. | 


repairs 


W 


8 
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158. The same paper complains of the inconvenience which has been 


ca to the inhabitants of the es of 
A postal complaint. Gurabhni, Harinagar, Daudpur, etc., by the with- 


drawal of the letter-box which formerly existed at Gurabhni under the juris- 
diction of the Kajaldara station. eer is 
The same paper suggests the desirability of a system of daily deliveries 
being introduced into this post- office. | 
159. With reference to the allegation noticed in paragraph 134 of the 
Report on Native Papers for the week ending the 
A contradiction of a contradice 12th May 1906 to the effect that certain students of 
ewe Sylhet were on a certain occasion guilty of 
improper conduct in connexion with a gathering at the local Brahmo Somaj, a 
correspondent of the same paper writes that though this allegation has been 
contradicted, itis a fact thata meeting attended by teachers, vakils, medical 
men, zamindars, eto., held the students to be actually guilty in the matter 
referred to. 
160. The Paridarsak Sylhet | of the 9th May accuses the Subdivisional 
eit Glen os fiicer of Habiganj of being in the habit of 
— oor ar dismissing complaints which should not be 
. dismissed. 
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I.—Forr1¢n Poiitics, 


ine to the apparent determination of China to maintain the 
. integrit of Tibet, as evidenced by the ratification 
The Tibet Treaty. of the Treaty of Lhassa, the Indian Mirror writes 

that the suzerainty of China, which was never before well defined, has now been 


lished. Lord Curzon’s sole object in invading Tibet has thus been 
pa what is more, the Chinese Goverment has.gained a diplomatic 
victory over England. 


11.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police, 


606. One would have supposed, writse the Indian Mirror, that, in view of 
; ; the testimony of a succession of Anglo-Indian 
oh ae ee administrators, officials, and Commissions regardin 
the oppressive nature of the police force, the Government of India — . 
have curtailed the powers of that body. This however, bas not been done. On 
the contrary, their powers have been enhanced and members of the police are 
regarded by the people as spoilt children, for Whatever their offences may be, 
there is an inclination to shield them from public criticism and judicial censure. 
This is a serious reproach to any administration, and the reeult is that the 
administration of justice has been prejudiced. For instance, to-day the one idea 
of police officers is to conceal crime. From this flows the worst evil of all, 
namely, the manufacture of crime by the police, who are judged too often on a 
vicious system of statistics. Thus, in order to arrive at theoretical perfection, 
they must create crimes in order to make up for real ones which are suppressed. 
It follows, therefore, that the remedy lies in confining the force to their legiti- 
mate duties of patrol and the prevention of crime, the investigation of crime 
being conducted judicially. | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


607. The Bengalee writes that the public is astonished at the methods 


adopted by the police in the investigation of the 
Darjeeling murder case. The judgment is replete 
with unfavourable criticisms of the way in which statements and confes- 


sions were secured by the police, and it is quite inexplicable why the learned 


Judge has refrained from drawing the attention of Government to the case. The 
following judicial observations are noteworthy :--- 


The evidence of Shibomayah was also incredible, as there was no reason 
why she should give such incriminating evidence against the man she had lived 
with for eight years; and she was under a certain amount of restraint and says 


The Darjeeling murder case. 
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Buna, 
12th May 1908. 


she was without food for two days and a night.“ Again—‘‘ Manmaya says that 


the police told her that they had arrested her brother and would not let 
unless she spoke ‘ in such and such a way. 


The journal draws the attention of ‘Mr. Hare’s Government’ to these 


criticisms. 
(d)— Education. 


im go 


608. Referring to the reduction in the pay of the teaching staff of Fort 

William College, the Bengake assures the Govern- 
ment that retrenchment and efficiency cannot go 
policy 
it should revise 
and place the affairs of the College gener- 


Fort William College. 


hand in hand, and says that if the State is at all anxious to maintain the 
that prompted Lord Wellesley to establish Fort William College, 
the scale of pay of the teaching staff 
ally on a more satisfactory footing. 


(Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
609. The Amrita Bazar Patrika understands that the foll 
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explanation as to why the case was instituted. The district authorities now 
find themselves on the horns of a dilemma and would indeed be glad to 
drop the prosecution if official prestige did not stand in the way. The case 
however, has entered upon a new phase, as the defence urge that the bullock 
examined by the Civil Surgeon was not the one used by the carter. The 
prosecution have accordingly been called upon to adduce further evidence. 


(9) —Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


610. The Bengalee writes that the concensus of opinion is that the serious 

railway accident at Rampur HAt might have been 

nabe railway accident at Rampur ‘averted, or at any rate the damage to life and pro- 

perty lessened, if the railway underlings concerned 

had exercised greater caution and been more prompt. In the absence of an 

official version, it is difficult to apportion the blame. A public enquiry should 
therefore be held in order to allay public feeling and fix responsibility. 


(h)— General. 


611. Commenting upon the administration of the new province, the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that only six months 
| ago law and order reigned supreme there; to-day 
anarchy and unrest are rampant. Whom will this state of things benefit? 
Certainly not the vast British Empire. On the contrary, it will weaken its 
foundation. Yet neither the Secretary of State nor Lord Minto is showing any 
signs of disapproval of Sir B. Fuller's handiwork. Can it be that there is a 
deep-laid conspiracy to stop national growth in India, and has Sir B. Fuller been 
selected to carry it out? The old tactics of inciting the Muhammadans against 
the Hindus have been resorted to, and a recent ‘startling’ telegram from 
Mymensingh shows with what success gangs of Musalmans armed with Jathis 
have been looting indiscriminately. The local police interfered and a fight 
ensued in which they were worsted, an Inspector and Sub-Inspector being 
wounded. Later the police appeared armed with guns, but the Musalmans had 
dispersed. This appears to be the work of Maulvis who believed that the autho- 
rities were in favour of the Muhammadans, and would do anything to humour 
the favourite wife.” Thus a veritable danger to the Empire has been created, 
and the sooner it is removed the better. The Mymensingh incident ought to 
open the eyes of the Viceroy tothe fact that matters have gone too far, and 
that His kxcellency’s interference should be prompt and decisive. 

612. The Sengalee points out that the least Government can and should 
do in regard to the Muhammadan outbreak in 
Mymensingh is to appoint a Commission to make 
a sifting inquiry into the causes of this unprecedented rowdyism. To play 
with Muhammadan fanaticism is to play with fire, and if there has been any 
official complicity in this serious affair, the culprits should not be permitted 
to remain a day longer in the service of Government. It is certain that the 
Premier cannot after this demur to the description of East Bengal given by 
Mr. O'Donnell. It may be that Mr. Morley and Lord Minto are“ closely 
watching ” the situation, but some tangible proof that they are on the qui vive 
must be given in the interests of public peace. | 

613. It is an open secret, says the Amrita Bazar Patrika, that the recent 

tia Muhammadan raid was the outcome of indirect 
official encouragement.” ‘The paragraph which 
was contributed to the Pioneer, probably by an officer of the Fuller Govern- 
ment, confirms this view, for the writer actuall prophesies Musalman raids 
against Hindus! This has really happened, and how could he have predicted 
such a situation unless it was known in official circles? What a position! 
The Musalmans are girding up their loins to plunder the Hindus, and the 
authorities are looking forward to the fun in store. But it will not be pure 
unadulterated fun, as the Muhammadans willin due course learn to attack 
the authorities, The raid is laid at the door of the boycott movement. 
is insane, as the Muhammadans are not affected by the movement. The reason 


The advent of the Frankenstein. 
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the fact that have got a share in the administration of the 
nto be foie in fact, is — by the leaders of the marauding 


pry If it is a fact, says Power and Guardian, that the preaching of 


aulvis was solely responsible for the recent raid 


The Mymensingh affair. at M er : od, 7 no 1 + B. 
is personally to blame. His un-English polioy of showing ity for a 
1 — “hn is at the root of the evil, as there is no Ioubt t his 
pro-Musalman declarations have been misconstrued by the Maulvis who assured 
the illiterate masses that Government were at their back. What steps are 
going to be taken against these — 1 mischievous Maulvis? The police 
of Eastern Bengal and Asram would have been as active as a whirlwind if the 
offenders were school-children, but in the present case they are strangely 
ic. 
va 5 The Amrita Basar Pas ika believes that Sir B. Fuller’s declaration 
that he and the Musalmans were one, is the 
primary cause of the Muhammadan raid at 
Mymensingh. Why does not His Honour talk and act sensibly? ‘The more he 
panders to the tastes of his favourite wife, the more will he jeopardise 
the Government, for she nows proclaims that she is a power in the land and 
acts accordingly. : 3 f 
616. The Bengalee notices, that the Pioneer mischievously attributes the 


nid. disturbances at Mymensingh to the Hindu boycott 


Ibid. 


of British goods, and points out that the cause of 


the present disaffection among the masses is to be found not in the swadeshi 
or boycott movements in which the better class Hindus and Muhammadans 
are working shoulder to shoulder, but in Sir B. Fuller’s crooked policy of 
causing bad blood between the two communities, If the boycott is responsible 
for the recent disturbances, why did the rioters attack the police, who have 

always striven to suppress the movement ? | 
617. Referring to the letter addressed to a certain zamindar by the 
Magistrate of Dacca inquiring whether there was 


4 Magistrate's * any truth in the rumour that he had prohibited 


— some persons from selling Manchester cloth at the 


Mt, the Bengalee is of opinion that magisterial authority in this case has 
trespassed into the domain of the private rights of individuals. There is 
absolutely no law which prohibits owners of Adés from admitting or ejecting 
vendors a8 they please, provided that no force is used, and the Magistrate 
had therefore no right to make an inquiry of this sort. 

618. Referring to the partial withdvewal of the circular interdicting the 
cry of Bande Mataram, the Bengalee is reheved to 
find that the Government of Eastern Bengal and 
on Assam is endeavouring to invest itself with the 
dignity and equanimity of a responsible Government and to put an end to its 
1. — ane of repression,’ But was Sir B. Fuller’s action voluntary or 
obligatory 

619. The Amrita Bazar Pairika is anxious to know why Sir B. Fuller has 

Ibis withdrawn the Bande Maiaram circular. Why 

this self-condemnation? Why this humiliation? 

Can it be that reason has triumphed over passion, or must the more material 
explanation that the Government of India has exercised pressure in this matter 
be advanced? Whatever be the cause, the result is most satisfactory, and the 
only thing that mars the proceedings is the unsuitable manner in which Sir 
Fuller has extricated himself frum a difficult position. In withdrawing the 
circular His Honour should have provoked as little adverse criticism as 
possible, by merely saying that circumstances no longer rendered the existence 
of such a circular necessary. But the “‘self-restraint’”’ of the people has been 
eulogised, “ regrettable occurences” at Barisal have been referred to, and it is 
assumed that public feeling bas taken a tun for the better. No change 
however is visible, yet Sir B, Fuller comes forward to undo what he regarded 
as a prodigy of resolute statesmansbip! In future then the cry of Bande 
Mataram will be allowed, “except where it causes irritation to the Mubam- 


madan population.” What ‘gross ignorance!? Why should the Muealmans 
object to a cry which they „ 7 sid V 
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620. The Hindoo Patriot regards the withdrawal of the Lyon circulars a3 
the lull after the storm. The new circular, says 
the journal,-is carefully worded and is replete’ with 
evidence to show that the Government is making a rapid descent and jg 
striving to break its fall in a dignified manner by imposing certain restrictions. 
For instance, the police have been instructed not to withhold licenses unless 
there is a serious risk of disturbance. Who is to decide whether or not there 
is a serious risk of disturbance? Surely not the police? They are far too 
imaginative and see disturbances where none exist. The provisions regardin 
the cry of Bande Mataram are strangely arbitrary, as there is nota single 
instance of a disturbance having taken place as a result of the cry bein 
uttered. The circular, however, may be taken as evidence of the altered 
disposition of the Government, and if t is surmise is correct, the Government 
deserve to be warmly congratulated. er 

621. The Bengalee does not relish the limitations imposed in the new 

1 circular which partially withdraws the Lyon 
~ circulars, as they furnish opportunities to a 
thoughtless and tactless executive to interfere and cause annoyance and 
irritation. Tbe new circular praises the restraint of the people. This implies 
that provocation was offered. By whom was it offered? bviously by the 
Barisal officials, who should in all justice be punished. The circular is 
apologetic in tone, but something more ‘is necessary, namely, that there 
wil} be no future interference with the constitutional rights of the people. 
A reign of law must be inaugurated and the people must be afforded every 
indication that they are living under British protection. 

622. The Indian Mirror characterises the official version of the Barisal 
imbroglio as an ingenious attempt at the defence 
of a hopeless cause. ‘It is a tissue of myths 
loosely strung together,’ but its most noticeable 
feature is the way in which Sir B. Fuller is sought to be exonerated and the 
local officials saddled with the blame. ‘The latter have loyally accepted the 
burden of their chief’s sins, but the people are not so gullible as to believe 
that Sir B. Fuller played no part in the infamous proceedings at Barisal. 

623, The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the official defence is based 

mis on assumption from beginning to end. It is 
35 assumed that the distvict is swarming with homicides 
and dacoits, and that enlightened Bengali leaders went to Barisal to make 
common cause wita them and disturb the public peace. It is assumed that 
the Conference would revive the alleged disturbances of the past few months, 
and lastly, it is assumed that disturbances really occurred. On these assump- 
tions a constitutional meeting was dispersed and the delegates mercilessly 
beaten! The official version is completely divorced from fact, and the 
assumptions on which it seeks to justify the action of the authorities are 80 
preposterous that it is incredible that a man in the position of a Commissioner 
of a division could have made them. But if he did not draw on his imagina- 
tion, what justification could have been urged in defence of the recent 
barbarities? If there were disturbances in the past, the people certainly 
played no part in them, They suffered in patience and it was the local 
authorities who should have been restrained. This was not done and the 
utter incapacity of the entire administration has been revealed. It is now 
proposed to double the Police Reserve and. saddle the people—the victims 
of official lawlessness—with the cost! Why? Let truth and justice answer. 

624. The impression left on the Bihar Times and News after a perusal 

Tie of the official papers in connection with the Barisal 

a outrage is that the official explanation is one that 
does not explain. In the first place, is it seriously contended that the delegates 
should not have formed a procession, and do the obtuse officials of Barisal mean 
to imply that several thousand people can pass a particular highway without 
forming some kind of a procession? Would it have been preferable for 
the delegates to have proceeded in a disorderly mass, obstructing traffic? 
In effect Mr. Kemp, the Superintendent of Police, admits that the majorit) 
of the delegates were proceeding peaceably, but that forty of their number 
marched in fours.” Would the British Empire cease to exist if forty meu 
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629. The Bengalee considers that the version of the Barisal leaders 
con of the finally disposes of the allegations and assumptions 

5 The non-official upon which the Government case rests, and that 
a more effective and complete exposure is rare, 

The assumption that a breach of the peace was very probable has been 
shown to be quite gratuitous and the journal is of opinion that it was an 
after-thought. The reply to the official contention that the Barisal leaders 
acquiesced in the decision of the authorities not to allow processions or the 
shouting of Bande Mataram discloses the information that they were 


ignorant of any such decision. This is crushing. Lord Minto is bound to 
intervene now that he has heard both sides. 


630. The Bengalee writes that the present Secret of State has, 
ni judging from bis Life of Gladstone,” a vast 

id. cs ° 
experience of the worthlessness of official state- 
ments, and should therefore accept the official version of the Barisal outrage 
with the greatest caution. This official document had only to be published 
to provoke the most direct and authoritative contradiction in regard to very 
many important points. For instance, Mr. LeMesurier, the Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division, says that the delegates were ordered to disperse, but 
as they did not carry out the order, the police attacked them. Assuming this 
to be the case, was the attack justifiable ? Could not the police have taken 
down the names of the offenders, or arrested them on the spot? Why were 
they mercilessly beaten? But the Commissioner’s statement is wholly 
inaccurate. The police did not call upon the delegates to disperse, but 
commenced a wanton and utterly unprovoked assault upon them. ‘This has 
been sworn to in the affidavits filed in the cases instituted against the police. 
Then, again, the Conference was dispersed on the wholly unfounded rumour 
that at the close of the proceedings the whole body of men were going to 
parade the streets shouting Bande Mataram! Is the Government going to 


accept the official version in spite of these authoritative contradictions which 
bear the impress of truth ? 


631. The Indian Mirror writes that the same haste with which the 
i po el partition was carried into effect is characterising 
new prorlne. the formation of a Legislative Council for the new 
province, In the present circumstances the estab- 
lishment of a Legislative Council must be regarded as a calamity. The 
existing administration is one of passion rather than reason, high-handedness 
and unconstitutionalism are the order of the day, and is it proposed to 
establish a Council in a province where tyranny in its worst form prevails? 
There is no knowing how Sir B. Fuller and his satellities will crush the 
people when they sit in solemn conclave. The apprehension of the public 
chiefly arises from the fact that law-breakers cannot be Jaw-makers. 


632. Sedition, says Power and Guardian, consists in stirring up dit 
** affection against the Government by words, deeds 
or writings. The present situation in Eastern 
Bengal and Assam is one of deep discontent, but when the causes of this 
state of popular feeling are examined it is found that Government has been 
its own enemy. Before the 122 of Bengal was effected, Government 
was the most ardent preacher of the swadeshi gospel, but as soon as the move 
ment caught on with the people, who saw in it the only means of their 
regeneration, coercive measures were used against them and a relentless 
crusade was started against the student community. Loss of confidence in 
the justice of the Government resulted, and the province has been whipped to the 
verge of anarchy. Can Sir. B. Fuller lay bis hands on his breast and say 
that he is not solely responsible for this state of affairs? Has he not been 
uilty of sedition by committing acts which have seriously jeopardised the 
overnment and deprived it of popular esteem and confidence ? 


633. The Amrita wae 2 cites events which have 223 at 
a ) ajshahi, Backergunge, and Mymensingh to show 
A province rus mad. that the officials in the new province have gone 
mad, In the first-named district the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Municipality were prosecuted to conviction because a carter used a bullock 
which was alleged to be in an ‘unhealthy condition.’ If this principle is 
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ir B. Faller be prosecuted for the criminal offence com- 
adopter, rene tt Soe Mr. Kemp, Ny assaulting a delegate to the Barisal 
Conference? If the Chairman an Vice-Chairman were held responsible for 
he alleged cruelty of a carter to a bullock, why should not Sir B. Fuller be 
held responsible for the alleged cruelty of a subordinate of his to a human 


being? The analogy is there. 


kergunge, the trend ave | 
wane 10 ‘ a7 oan from the oppression of their landlords. With this object 


in vi r, Beatson-Bell, Settlement Officer of Backergunge, recorded rents 
secotdia be to the tenants’ oral admission in spite of the registered kabuliyate. 
The zamindars concerned would not abide by such a decision and successfully 
appealed to the Civil Courts. Mr. Jack, the new Settlement Officer, however, 
would not allow the orders of. the Civil Courts to be enforced and went to the 
spot, opposed the nat, and hukumed the refractory tenants to arrest all the 
zamindars men, with the result that five criminal cases have been instituted 
against Mr. Jack, 

In Mymensingh, the scenes that occurred in Pabna in the time of Sir 
George Campbell are being enacted. ‘The Musalmans stimulated by official 
declarations in their favour are looting bazars and houses, and varrying off 
women (fortunatel prostitutes). The authorities have discovered their 
mistake and are doing all in their power to suppress the revolt. 


V.—P..osPpects OF THE CROPS AND CONDIIION OF THE PEOPLE. 


634. The Indian Empire sounds a note of warning regarding the present 

agricultural outlook in India. Food-grains are 
selling at famine prices, and while relief works 
have been started in other provinces, the people of Bengal have been left 
to face the scarcity quite unaided by Government. At present a severe 
famine is raging in Krishnagar, the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and in North 
Feni, and it is incumbent on the State to commence relief operations, 


Famine in India. 


VI.—MisckLLANEOUsS. 


of ihe official mind seems to be to save the 


INDIAN EMPIRE, 


15th May 1906. 


635. The Weekly Chronicle has nothing but praise for Mr. Rasul's V##«tr CRaontorx, 


. masterly address and considers that his advice to 

e benennt address. his co-religionists is not only of the utmost im- 
portance to them, but to the national cause. The Muhammadans, says the 
journal, have for some inexplicable reason, refrained from joining all public 
movements which make for political freedom, They are sitting on the fence as 
it were, but what good has abstention from political questions brought them? 
The Hindus have acquired some advantages by agitation, but the Muham- 
madans are stationary. They have a vital interest in the swadeshi movement, 
yet they hold aloof from it. This, in the opinion of the Chronicle, isa 


misguided policy, and the sooner they abandon it in favour of national unity 
the better for the country. 


636. The Amrita Bazar Patrika r to the Secretary of State's 
. announcement that 44 appointments in the Indian 
* e liberality. Police and Forest Bs will be open to 
compotition in the coming June as an instance of unparalleled liberality’’ 
which no other country in the world could boast of, In other words, it is India 
that is required to find employment for a number of English youths who have 
little or no prospects at home, while ber own sons are to get nothing. There 
can thus be no deubt that Indian is prospering under British rule. 


637. A correspondent writing 3 8 Telegraph reports that at a swadeshi 
Hoe’ ey meeting held at Nebutola on Sunday last, the 
* Hash in Liverpool salt. President, Dr. Hem Chandra Roy Chaudhuri, said 


that he had seen “ with his own eyes a piece of hoa’ h bes ed in Li 
salt” exported to India. yes a piece of hog’s flesh being preserved in Liverpool 


638. The Bengalee is not tired of reiterating that the swadeshi movement 


did not lose its vitalit t iod of i 
Swadeshi and th 0 vitality at any period of its 
me Ta oe are existence, and considers that the persistently hostile 
attitude of the Government erat indicated this. This enthusiasm doubtless 


cooled with time, but the stea y determination was there, and all the ‘vile’ 


9th May 1906. 


Amnita Basar . 
PaTRika, 


18th May 1906, 


TELEGRAPH 
llth May 1906. 


BENGALSE, 
llth May 1906. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


12th May 1906, 


BSUGALES, 
lath May 1906. 


Amaita Basar 
PATRIKA, 


12th May 1906, 


( 228 ) 
easures ado by Government and the ‘vile misrepresentations’ of the 
Anglo-Indian 184. sal not affect the determination of a people rendered 
absolutely hopeless. The Barisal outrage, however, has rekindled the 
enthusiasm, and to-day the movement is more powerful than it ever was and 
counts among its supporters a larger percentage of Muhammadans than it ever 
did. Let the people therefore tenaciously adhere to the boycott and the 
swadeshi until they have rehabilitated their decayed industries. This is their 
only hope. 
7699. The Bengalee considers that Mr. Bharucha, President of the Bombay 
f Stock Exchange, deserves little notice as a 
Mr. 3 a poses as — of eulogist of the British Government. His conten- 
* tion that India is the best-governed as also the 
most lightly-taxed country in the world entitles him to none, and his remarks 
must be taken as proceeding from a stock-broker and exploiter—not from a 
statesman. That India is not the most lightly-taxed country in the world 
requires no proof, and public opinion as well as circumstances are generally 


opposed to the country being regarded as a veritable Utopia. Japan has 


achieved a dazzling fame in 30 years. Could not England have done the same 
in India aftera century anda half? The indigenous industries have been 
killed, the resources of the country are being exploited by foreign capitalists, 
and the wealth carried away to England annually, Indians are being ostracised 
from the public services and Russian rule has been introduced in the new 
province. This is the present situation. 

640. The Amrita Bazar Patria reports another case in which a “ native, 

ee a lad of 16, has been murdered at Jullundur by a 

, Another “native” murdered by goldier. The version of the deceased’s father is that 

A the soldier came out of the room and asked the boy 

why he was pulling the fan so slowly. The boy humbly replied that he 

was pulling it as he ought to, but would pull mere energetically if the saheb so 

desired.“ ‘Thereupon the soldier is alleged to have kicked the boy till the 

latter fainted, when Tommy ran inside the room and shut the door. The boy 

died shortly after, and it is stated by the Senior Medical Officer that he died of 
pneumonia! Where is the accused? Why has he not been arrested ? 

641. The Bengalee writes that in a characteristically mendacious and 
unworthy leader, based on the views of its special 
correspondent, who has in turn derived his views 
from the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle, the Times vilifies the Bengali leaders, describing 
their methods as ‘criminal,’ and unreservedly supports the partition. The 
leaders are charged with engineering the agitation, pushing students and immature 
youths into the forefront of the fray, leaving them to bear the brunt of the battle, 
while they themselves ‘skulk’ for the most part in the background. This is 
vituperation. Did the leaders keep in the offing at Barisal, and did not the 


police avoid them and attack the younger section of the delegates? Hitherto 
mendacity was not an English trait. 


642. In an article easy = the ostensible object of mowing we 

re and when sedition came to India, the Amrita Basar 
— — Patrika takes the public mind back to the dark 
days of the Indian 2 and relates episodes that are calculated to aggrieve 
and pain the people. Lord Dalhousie, the so-called strong man, says the 
ournal, was the originator of the policy of repression and the destroyer of the 
appy relations that existed between the rulers and the ruled. It was he who 
accepted the principle that it was a sign of weakness to yield to popular 
demands, to right a wrong—a principle that bred the germs of sedition. The 
sepoys sincerely believed that their religion was in danger. They protested, 
but were punished with transportation for life, and old soldiers, ‘ with many 
medals gained in N e fought battles for their English masters, i 
at 1 — 

2 


The Times on the partition. 


bitterly. A few moments later, however, they were transformed into 
and lighted the torch of mutiny that set the whole continent ablaze. 


was the result of repression, but the moral has been forgotten by modern 
statesmen, otherwise how could partition be perpetrated ? 


643. The Bengalee writes 3 present situation in India cannot - 

: to recall how Irish hopes were dashed to the 
1 * 8 . ee by the Liberal Party whose accession 
eland looked forward to with expectancy 10 1880, 
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India hailed the accession of the Liberal Party in 1906, but her 
ical and disa t- 


„ 9 1 e 
power Ld has been chilled by the Secretary of State’s illo 


onouncements. The ition question was eluded and the I 
: on 1 have so far been 288 If this policy of inaction is 33 
any further, it will ruin the Empire by dissipating the present belief in 
constitutional agitation, The Fullers and Emersons who have been dragging 
the British reputation through the mire must be punished, and steps taken to 
effectively an permanently guard against the recurrence of similar scandals, 

644. The Indian Empire writes that the Jullundur punkha-cooly case as 

; told by the prosecution furnishes yet another 
Another “native” kicked to instance of how little the life of the “native” is 
death. valued by the British soldier and even the Courts of 
justice. In almost every case of this nature the offender has escaped justice. 
In the present case it is contended that deceased died of pneumonia. This is 
the evidence of the Army Surgeon, and while it cannot be contradicted, it is 
strange that a lad suffering from such a disease could pull the punkha. These 
cases of homicide are getting so common that something should be done in 
the interests of humanity, if not law and order, to prevent them. 

645. Power and Guardian characterises the Premier’s reply to Mr. 
O'Donnell as unfortunate and thinks it a pity that 
the real condition of affairs in East Bengal should 
be unknown to the Home Government. The situation is too serious and 
complicated to be disregarded any longer, and unless the Secretary of State 
looks into Indian affairs thoroughly without relying too much on official 
reports, the result will be unsatisfactory. Now that full details of the Barisal 
outrage are known in England, the people will be sorely disappointed if 
suitable action is not taken against the responsible authorities. 

646. The Indian Empire of date publishes a leader headed How India 

1 sg ge came to be discontented,” which is an apparent 
uk TS soAmnitation of an article entitled“ How sedition 
| came to India,” which appeared in the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika of the 12th instant. The Indian Empire dwells on the evil effects of 
Lord Dalhousie’s unsympathetic administration and says that it was only after 
the loyal sepoys discovered the true character of their foreign masters whom 
they believed to be brave and generous that they broke into open revolt and 
sought to drive the English out of India. With the issue of the Proclamation 
of 1858, however, friendly relations were once more established, and had modern 
administrators maintained these relations and above all the unequivocal terms 


of the Proclamation, India would not to-day be in a state of growing 
discontent. 
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